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SOURCES OF GREAT 
MOVEMENT 


From time immemorial, throughout 
the whole history of the humankind there exi- 
sted evil and good. But the gravest evil, the 
most formidable one was and remains war. 
Insatiable and ruthless, it killed and mutila- 
ted, destroyed and ruined. The last 3300 years 
of human existence have been marked with 
over 3100 years of war and only a little more 
than 200 years of peace. 

Wars devoured millions of people, devasta- 
ted cities and villages, destroyed monuments 
of material culture created by genius of hu- 
man mind. Wars brought about epidemics 
and famine. 

As military equipment were perfected and 
scales of military operations broadened hor- 
rible aftermath of wars, calamity and suffe- 
ring of people considerably grew. Wars ac- 
quired universal, worldwide nature, they em- 
brace not only separate countries, but spread 
through the whole continents. According to 
the data cited by specialists more than 60 
million people out of 90 million perished in 
all wars since the 17th century, i. c. the grea- 
ter part were killed during imperialist wars. 

To live in peace and friendship is the na- 
tural and normal state of life the human so- 
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ciety is craving for. It is clear therefore that 
wars have always and everywhere aroused 
hatred and aversion of people and were in- 
compatible with their consciousness, huma- 
nism and justice. 

The wars of today which may cause the hu- 
mankind the innumerable damage and di- 
saster are of particular anxiety for people. In 
case a nuclear war bursts out its victims 
would be hundreds of millions, it would not 
spare even future generations. 

Today, every sober-minded man realizes 
that he himself and the entire humanity faces 
the choice between life and death — either 
arms race and nuclear catastrophe threat or 
disarmament, peaceiul coexistence of states 
with different social systems. There is no oth- 
er way out. 

Curbing of arms race, transition to disarma- 
ment to ward off the threat of war, strength- 
ening of peace and sccurity among peoples 
are the most pressing problems to be tackled 
today. These arc the tasks for the solution of 
which the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries with all peace-loving forces on the 
planet have been persistently fighting for ma- 
ny years. 

Today, the question on peace cannot be 
rightly perceived without proper understan- 
ding of such important things of social deve- 
lopment as the existence of the two social sy- 
stems — socialist and capitalist, the develop- 
ment of class struggle and deepening of ge- 
neral crisis of capitalism. 

In 1917, the Great October Socialist Revo- 
lution won. It signified the establishment of 
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the first in the world socialist state — the 
Land of Soviets, and furthered the qualitati- 
ve uplift of the worldwide revolutionary pro- 
cess. 

Besides, the Great October Socialist Re- 
volution has created favorable conditions 
for the struggle of peoples for their social 
and national liberation and asserted positive 
influence on strengthening the progressive, 
democratic, peace-loving forces. It made 
the communist and revolutionary movement 
more active. 

Capitalism ceased to be an all-embracing 
world system. The world socialist system has 
emerged and is developing successfully, while 
the colonial system of imperialism has collap- 
sed. The democratic and revolutionary 
movement in the world has acquired a re- 
liable and firm support of socialist count- 
ries. 

The core of the socialist system determines 
the course of peaceful coexistence of the sta- 
tes with different social systems. There are 
no classes or groups in socialist countries 
which could be interested in waging war. 
Contrary to capitalisin, which gained its sup- 
remacy with fire and sword, socialism is not 
in need of waging wars to disseminate its 
ideas. 

Socialism asserts Peace, Labor, Freedom, 
Happiness, Brotherhood round the world. Its 
development, the growth of its cconomic and 
defense capacity, peace-loving foreign policy 
are the leading factors which influence the 
correlation of forces in the international 
arena. 


The mid-1970s were marked with approxi- 
inate military-strategic parity between soci- 
alism and imperialism, and the fact in qu- 
estion was a tremendous accomplishment gai- 
ned by the forces opposing imperialism. With 
the achievement of such balance general mi- 
litary-strategic situation in the world has 
changed. 

It is universally known that no interna- 
tional conflicts can be solved with the use 
of arms. Does it mean that imperialism, the 
American one first of all. gave up its aggres- 
sive intentions? Unfortunately, not. And what 
is more, imperialists made up their mind to 
break the parity of military forces and arma- 
ments in favor of the USA and NATO. 

The anticommunist publicity media are 
known to have an attempt to suggest a thou- 
ght to the peoples from bourgeois countries 
that the policy of peaceful coexistence is os- 
tensible propaganda intended to blunt the vi- 
gilance of the capitalist world and lessen its 
power in favor of socialism. 

The program of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union states that the Soviet Union 
is strongly opposed to attempts forcibly to 
check and reverse the march of historv. The 
interests of the peoples demand that inter- 
state relations be directed onto the tracks of 
peaceful competition and equal cooperation. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
firmly and consistently upholds the Leninist 
principle of peaceful coexistence of states with 
different social systems. The policy of peace- 
ful coexistence as understood by the CPSU 
presupposes: renunciation of war and the use 
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of threat of force as a means of settling dis- 
puted issues, and their settlement through 
negotiations; noninterference in internal af- 
fairs and respect for the legitimate interests 
of each other; the right of the peoples inde- 
pendently to decide their destinies; strict res- 
pect for the sovereignty and territorial inte- 
grity of states and the inviolability of their 
borders; cooperation on the basis of complete 
equality and mutual benefit; fullfilment in 
good faith of commitments arising from gene- 
rally recognized principles and norms of in- 
ternational law and from international trea- 
ties concluded. 

These are the basic principles on which the 
Soviet Union builds its relations with capita- 
list states. They have been affirmed in the 
Constitution of the USSR. 

The CPSU will purposefully help to bring 
about a universal affirmation in international 
relations of the principle of peaceful coexi- 
stence as a generally recognized norm of in- 
ter-state relations that will be respected by 
everyone. It believes that the extension of 
ideological differences between the two sy- 
stems to the sphere of these relations is inad- 
missible. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
will work for the development of the process 
of international detente, regarding it as a 
natural and essential stage on the road to 
the establishment of a comprehensive and re- 
liable security system. 

The development of international relations 
on this basis will create the conditions for 
peaceful coexistence, cooperation and com- 
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petition between two different social sy- 
stems — socialism and imperialism. The co- 
existence under these conditions makes it pos- 
sible to solve the problems as to advantages 
of one or the other system not through the 
war which factually means today the annihi- 
lation of the whole mankind, but through hi- 
storical competition. 

The history will show what system is more 
progressive, what system corresponds to the 
interests of humanity. As for communists they 
are sure that this system is communism the 
construction of which can be performed only 
under peaceful conditions. 

A most important document of the Soviet 
state was the Decree on Peace adopted in 1917 
and legislatively set forth the Leninist prin- 
ciples of foreign policy. The first words So- 
viet Russia addressed the world were the 
words on vital necessity of peace for all. 

The Decree on Peace was addressed not 
only to the governments, but to the peoples 
as well. Bearing the ideas of international 
solidarity of the working people, it proclaimed 
the new principles and norms of foreign po- 
licy the states had never followed before. It 
called upon immediate cessation of hostiliti- 
es, blamed war as the way for solution of 
international conflicts. 

The first document of the Soviet State pro- 
ceeded from a possibility of peaceful coexis- 
tence of states with different social systems, 
recognized the complete equality between all 
the nations, respect for their national and 
state independence. It also stated the neces- 
sity to strictly observe the principle of non- 
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interference in the home affairs of other co- 
untries. 

The Decree on Peace remains one of the 
most significant acts of the Soviet foreign 
policy so far. It opened a new epoch in inter- 
national relations — an epoch of Soviet so- 
cialist diplomacy. In our time it still serves 
the forces of peace and progress in the strug- 
gle for true democratic peace. The tenets for- 
warded by the Decree have an effect on many 
international documents of today. 

At the end of 1917, guided by the aspira- 
tion for peaceful coexistence, the young So- 
viet State addressed China, Turkey, Iran, Af- 
ghanistan, Mongolia and other countries with 
a proposition to do away with the old, ine- 
quitable treaties and conclude the new ones 
based on the principles of the Decree on Pea- 
ce. In 1921, The Soviet Government signed 
an agreement with Afghanistan having re- 
cognized the sovereign rights of this state. 
This was the first in the history of Afghani- 
stan equitable, mutually beneficial treaty. 

That same year Soviet Russia signed an ag- 
reement with Iran in pursuance of which the 
division of Iran into the “spheres of influen- 
ce” between Russia and Great Britain was 
annuled. The Soviet side transferred to Iran 
without compensation railroads, high- 
ways, moorages, ships and other properties 
which had belonged to Tsarist Russia con- 
cessions. 

In the period of 1918—1922, the young So- 
viet State had to wage the war unleashed by 
the imperialist states which planned to over- 
throw Soviet power in Russia and restore the 
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bourgeois-landlord social system. During this 
intervention the People’s Commissariat for 
Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Russia repeated- 
ly addressed the governments of the Entente 
with an appeal to begin peaceful negotiations. 
But all the proposals were rejected. 

The history of the Soviet State features the 
memorable event when the Soviet governmen- 
tal delegation participated for the first time 
in the work of the international conference 
in Genoa (1922). At this conference the So- 
viet Government placed on the order of the 
day the question on reduction of armed for- 
ces and armaments, but the representatives 
of the imperialist states gave this initiative a 
hostile reception. 

The importance and actuality of the peace- 
ful foreign policy of the Soviet state conside- 
rably grew in view of the aggravated situati- 
on in Europe when the Nazis came to power 
in Germany. 

Nazism, striving for world domination, ta- 
king use of passivity and with the connivan- 
ce on the part of some West European count- 
ries, was spoiling for a fight to establish the 
“new order” throughout the world. And it was 
the Soviet Union that became the main ob- 
stacle hindering the Nazis from the enslave- 
ment of the peoples of the world. 

Under the conditions of the growing mili- 
tary threat Soviet peoples were sure that it 
was possible to stop the Nazi aggression only 
by joint actions of peace-loving states. The 
Soviet plan of preservation of peace envisa- 
ged the creation of the system of collective 
security which promoted the interests of all 
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countries and peoples, but not the consolida- 
tion of some states at the expense of the 
others. 

However, in an attempt to avert the Ger- 
man fascist aggression from their countries 
and direct it to the East the bourgeois poli- 
ticians took no heed of the Soviet Union’s pe- 
aceful overtures and factually left the aggres- 
sor free to act. The Second World War began 
and the capitalist states happened to be the 
first victims of the Hitlerite fascism. 

Hence, it is not only Nazism which is res- 
ponsible for unleashing the war, but also the 
governments and militarist circles of those 
capitalist states which gave rise to Nazism, 
nourished it and underestimated its perfi- 
dious nature. Having enslaved and bent to its 
will the majority of European countries, Ger- 
man fascism launched the war against the 
Soviet Union. 

In the war, imposed by Hitlerite Germany, 
the Soviet people was defending the liberty 
and independence of its Motherland and sol- 
ving at the same time the great international 
task on saving the world civilization from Na- 
zism. 

The Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Uni- 
on (1941—1945) against Nazi Germany and 
its satellites furthered the consolidation of all 
progressive and democratic forces throughout 
the world around the USSR. The community 
of interests in the struggle of peoples against 
Hitlerite Germany turned out to be an objecti- 
ve prerequisite for the formation of the anti- 
Hitler coalition of states with different social 
systems. 
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The anti-Hitler coalition was the alliance of 
states and peoples forined during the Second 
World War (1939—1945) to fight the aggres- 
sive bloc of Nazi Germany, fascist Italy, mili- 
tarist Japan and their satellites. Its basis was 
laid in June 1941, when the governments of 
Great Britain and the United States decla- 
red their readiness to render support to the 
Soviet Union, which had been attacked by Na- 
zi Germany. 

By the end of the war the anti-Hitler coali- 
tion included, in addition to the Soviet Union, 
which made the decisive contribution to vic- 
tory over the common enemy, the United Sta- 
tes, France, Great Britain and China, about 
50 states which helped the chief members of 
the coalition by dispatching their armed for- 
ces or with deliveries of strategic raw mate- 
rials (for instance, Mexico). 

The Second World War lasted for six years 
and crowned with the rout of Nazi Germany, 
fascist Italy, militarist Japan and their satel- 
lites. The war killed 50 million people, tens 
of millions were mutilated, wives lost their 
husbands, children — parents. The countries 
incurred huge material losses. 

The bloody battle resulted in the victory 
gained by the member-states of the anti-Hitler 
coalition thus delivering a crush to the most 
aggressive forces of the international reac- 
tion. The favorable conditions for profound 
democratic and socialist transformations in 
a number of countries of Central and South- 
East Europe and in Asia have been created. 

The victory of socialist revolutions in a 
number of countries in Europe and Asia me- 
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ant that socialism has spread beyond the li- 
mits of one country and that the system of so- 
cialist states which had proclainied the prin- 
ciple of peaceful coexistence the basis of their 
policy in the relations with capitalist states 
has been formed. 

The formation of the United Nations Orga- 
nization was a significant achievement of the 
peace-loving forces. The Organization functi- 
ons as the international instrument of 
peace and mutual understanding and is to 
settle the international problems by peaceful 
means. 

In the postwar period the Soviet Union 
using the experience of cooperation of the an- 
ti-Hitler coalition during the war tried to pre- 
serve this experience to solve the problems 
facing the postwar world. However, all the 
efforts of the Soviet Union to preserve and 
proceed the cooperation with capitalist co- 
untries ran across the stubborn resistance of- 
fered by these states. 

Already at the final stage of the war the 
leaders of the United States and Great Bri- 
tain steered a hostile course as regards the 
Soviet Union, and shortly after the end of the 
war the world was plunged into the so-called 
cold war. 

Mcaning to have a monopoly on the posses- 
sion of nuclear weapon created at the end 
of the war, the US reactionary circles used 
it against the civilian population of the Ja- 
panesc cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
purpose of this horrible act was to frighten 
the world public and the Soviet Union first 
and foremost. 
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The threats fell thick and fast to start the 
“preventive” war against the Soviet Union 
with the use of nuclear weapon. The approp- 
riate plans were also worked out. The system 
of military bases in various capitalist count- 
rics was rapidly deployed, military blocs aga- 
inst socialist countries were knocked together. 

In 1949, the western capitalist countries 
formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO) which later on was followed by 
the formation of the South East Treaty Orga- 
nization (SEATO, 1954), Central Treaty Or- 
ganization which included the countries of the 
Near and Middle East (CENTO, 1955) and 
others. 

The USA played the leading role in pur- 
suing the policy spearheaded against the So- 
viet Union and world socialism. The US not 
only aggravated the international tension, but 
resorted to the acts of direct aggression in- 
volving its allies. The war in Korea (1950— 
1953) was but one of the examples of this 
kind of activity. 

Under conditions of intrigues on the part 
of the international reaction which threatens 
the interests of freedom and independence of 
the countries of socialist community, the So- 
viet Union and other socialist countries had to 
take measures to ensure their security. The 
Soviet side responded to the US nuclear 
blackmail with the creation of its own atomic 
weapon. The US military circles tested the 
hydrogene bomb, so did the Soviet Union. 

The fact the Soviet Union is capable to par- 
ry a blow sobered many hothcads. In the noise 
of the anti-Soviet hysteria there were more 
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often heard the voices in support of treaties 
promoting to normalize the situation. To mo- 
bilize their forces for defense against aggres- 
sive actions of imperialism, to counterbalance 
the NATO first and foremost, the Soviet Uni- 
on and other socialist countries concluded in 
1955 the agreement of friendship, cooperation 
and mutual assistance, known as the Warsaw 
Treaty. 

In contrast to the NATO bloc which is clo- 
sed war organization barring the participa- 
tion in it of any socialist country, the Warsaw 
Treaty has become the qualitatively new alli- 
ance opened for any country to join it irres- 
pective of its social and state order but which 
aim is to ensure security and peace in Europe 
and the world. 

According to the UN Charter the member- 
states of the Warsaw Treaty pledged to act 
in the spirit of friendship and cooperation for 
further development and strengthening of 
economic and cultural relations among them- 
selves, in conformity with the principle of mu- 
tual respect, independence, sovereignty and 
noninterference in home affairs of any state. 

In the history of humanity there were no 
analogy when the equal relations of coopera- 
tion among the states would develop so suc- 
cessfully and fruitfully in the interests of pe- 
ace. 

Under conditions of anti-Soviet and antiso- 
cialist campaigns, anticommunist hysteria the 
propaganda of war in bourgeois countries ac- 
quired the precarious scale. Western publica- 
tions, radio and TV programs literally compe- 
ted in slanderous inventions about the Soviet 
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Union. The threats to use military force were 
heard high and low. 

“The time comes,” declared in 1950 John 
Wish, congressman from Indiana state (US), 
“when the angry America will flood Russia 
with atomic bombs. It will not be one bomb. 
There will be deluge of bombs. We possess at 
least 250 bombs and hundreds of ways to re- 
ach Russia.” 

At the same time, those who stood out aga- 
inst the propaganda of war, for peace and co- 
operation between people were persecuted. In 
February 1950, a group of peace champions 
were brought to trial in the USA. The world 
known scientist William Du Bois was taken 
to court for his participation in the antiwar 
movement. 

In April that same year, the French Go- 
vernment dismissed Frederic Joliot-Curie 
from the post of the head of the Supreme 
Commissariat on Atomic Energy. F. Joliot- 
Curie was one of the founders of the world 
movement of peace champions. During the 
Second World War he was an active parti- 
cipant of Resistance in France, a prisoner 
of a Nazi concentration camp. 

In June 1950, the Executive Committee of 
the Labor Party of Great Britain decided to 
expell from its membership all those who sup- 
ported the antiwar movement. Under the 
pressure of state authorities the “United Ger- 
man Trade Unions” of the Federal Republic 
of Germany came to decision to rule out peace 
champions of their ranks. 

Doudou Hey, General Secretary of the Se- 
negal Peace Committee was sentenced for two 


16 


year imprisonment and 600,000 francs of fine 
for the article in which he called up Africans 
to struggle for peace. In Greece, Nikiforidis, 
one of the most persistent fighters for peace, 
was sentenced to death. 

Did the progressive international public re- 
alize the threat impended over the human- 
kind? Certainly, did. In November 1948, the 
Session of the Executive Committee of the 
International Organization of Journalists 
(LOJ) passed a resolution which read in par- 
ticular: ‘““The Executive Committee stigmati- 
zes malicious warmongers and instigators 
amidst journalists who sold their pen to news- 
paper companies and enjoy the sacred right to 
freedom of press to the detriment of mankind. 

“The Executive Committee believes that 
participation in propaganda and instigation 
of war on the pages of publications as well 
as the slander and misinformation which sow 
distrust among peoples are incompatible with 
lofty and honest title of journalist and calls 
upon the national organizations to expel from 
their ranks those journalists who soiled their 
reputation by the propaganda of war, racial 
i national hatred, misinformation and slan- 

er.” 

To counterbalance the ‘‘cold war” declared 
by the imperialist circles, the Soviet Union 
through the UN and other international orga- 
nizations not only consistently came out in 
support of peace, but forwarded the program 
on normalization of relations on the principles 
of equality, mutual respect and cooperation. 
Emphasized was the prohibition of war pro- 
paganda. 
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In 1947, addressing the Session of the UN 
General Assembly, the Soviet Union tabled 
the proposals to fight the propaganda of war. 
According to these proposals all the UN mem- 
ber-states were called upon to denounce the 
criminal propaganda of war launched by the 
reactionary forces through press, radio, cine- 
ma, to bar public speeches instigating to com- 
mit violence upon participants of peaceful 
movement or attack other countries. 

These proposals were in full accord with 
the UN Charter which reads not to allow the 
threat to international peace, security and 
justice. The Soviet Union called upon to ban 
on pain the criminal responsibility for propa- 
ganda of war in any form as a socially dan- 
gerous activity which threatens the vital inte- 
rests and well-being of peace-loving nations. 

Unfortunately, the reactionary forces bloc- 
ked up the adoption of this document by the 
UN and everything boiled down to verbal cen- 
sure of the propaganda of war and aggres- 
sion. 

Naturally, everything that took place within 
the framework of the UN attracted the atten- 
tion of millions of people who more resolu- 
tely stood out for the defense of peace. Con- 
sistent peace-loving policy of the Soviet Uni- 
on was given the support and comprehensive- 
ly influenced the consolidation of peace- 
loving forces. 

Not only Soviet people, but famous scien- 
tists, writers, public figures from other count- 
ries, international unions, societies and other 
organizations persistently sought for the ways 
to wage joint struggle to ward off war, 
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called for formation of the broad antiwar 
front. 

Shortly after the end of the Second World 
War, many international organizations such 
as the World Federation of Trade Unions 
(WFTU), World Federation of Democratic 
Youth (WFDY), Women’s International De- 
mocratic Federation (WIDF) and others be- 
gan to come out with antiwar slogans. 

Working people of all the continents parti- 
cipated with great enthusiasm in the antiwar 
meetings. Of great popularity were the collec- 
tions of signatures under letters against war 
and the means to render assistance to the vi- 
ctims of aggressions. 

In August 1948, the First World Congress 
of Cultural Workers for the Protection of Pe- 
ace were held in Wroclaw, Poland. The Con- 
gress elected the International Bureau for 
Relations with Cultural Workers for the Pro- 
tection of Peace. This body together with 
prominent scientists of the world jointly with 
the Women’s International Democratic Fede- 
ration came out with appeal to establish the 
World Congress of Peace Supporters. 

The Congress started its work on April 20, 
1949, and was held in Paris and Prague at 
the same time. Earlier, it was planned to hold 
the Congress in France, but in the very last 
moment the French authorities refused to 
grant entrance visas to delegates from Bul- 
garia, Poland and China and limited the num- 
ber of visas for members of the Sovict dele- 
gation. 

That is why the Congress was held in the 
two cities simultaneously. The purpose of this 
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provocative act was not to let hold the real- 
ly international forum of peace champions. 

Striving to prevent the derangement of the 
Congress the Government of Czechoslovakia 
proposed for a number of delegations to gath- 
er in Prague thus providing the possibility 
to open the forum of peace though in two pla- 
ces but at the same time. 

The World Congress of Peace Supporters 
instituted the Standing Committee which was 
to unite and coordinate the activity of all pea- 
ce-loving forces. As a matter of fact, it was 
the standing headquarters of peace chainpions, 
the program of joint actions was adopted and 
the active nature of work was determined. The 
Congress also called for formation of national 
organizations of peace champions. In a year 
they already functioned in 80 countrics. 

The Second World Congress of Peace Sup- 
porters was to be held in England in autumn 
of 1950. The envoys of many countries were 
already on their way to this country when the 
government of England prohibited entrance 
for the majority of delegates. No doubt, it was 
the new deliberately planned attempt to frust- 
rate the work of the Congress and blast the 
World Organization of Peace Supporters be- 
ing created with such difficultics. 

The Polish fighters for peace with the sup- 
port of their government made everything 
possible in four days only to hold one of the 
large-scale forums of peace champions. They 
were only waiting for the arrival of the par- 
ticipants of the Congress from France, where 
majority of the delegates stayed, and from 
England. But the authorities of France and 
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the FRG barred passing through their ter- 
ritories for the participants of the Congress. 
This decision graphically demonstrated the 
attitude of ruling circles of many bourgeois 
countries toward the movement of peace fight- 
ers. This is the reason why the bourgeois pro- 
paganda tries to hide the truth about perse- 
cutions of peace supporters in those years. 

The imperialist circles realized that the or- 
ganized movement could really influence the 
public opinion and could decisively and ef- 
fectively fight for peace. Hence, the repres- 
sions against peace fighters and the propa- 
ganda of military preparations were intensi- 
fied. 

The alleged Soviet threat was the core of 
the bourgeois propaganda though the facts 
of reality convincingly refuted the anti-Soviet 
falsifications. While the reactionary circles of 
the West nurtured and materialized the plans 
of knocking together new aggressive blocs 
and unions to unleash the war against so- 
cialist countries, the USSR sincerely respon- 
ded to the appeal of the World Congress of 
Peace Supporters in Warsaw for the adoption 
of laws prohibiting the propaganda of war. 

In June 19, 1950, the Supreme Soviet of the 
Soviet Union having discussed this proposi- 
tion declared about its readiness to cooperate 
with the legislative bodies of other states on 
working and carrying out the necessary mea- 
sures. As early as March 12, 1951, Nikolai Ti- 
khonov, Chairman of the Soviet Peace Com- 
mittee submitted the Draft of the Law of Pea- 
ce Protection to the Session of the USSR Sup- 
reme Soviet. 
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Speaking at the Session Nikolai Tikhonov 
said: “Since his childhood, since his school 
years, a Soviet man has been living in peace 
and nobody hears a word about the necessity 
of aggression and invasion of other peoples, 
about the disdain toward man of other lan- 
guage and color of skin. He does not come 
across books which would advocate hatred or 
blood-thirstiness. He does not see films which 
show the ‘exploits’ of robbers and killers. 
There are no theater plays which would call 
him to aggressive wars, to conquer European 
or Asian peoples.” 

The USSR Supreine Soviet unanimously 
adopted the Law on Peace Protection which 
reads in particular: “Any propaganda of war 
shall be considered as that which undermines 
the cause of peace, creates the threat to peace 
and is therefore the crime against humanity. 
The persons blamed for war propaganda shall 
be brought to trial as heinous criminals.” 

Not only Soviet people, but all those who 
got to know about this law welcomed it hear- 
tily. It is a pity, that there exist no such laws 
in capitalist countries. Otherwise the nature 
of relations between the states would be much 
more sound and benevolent. 

By the time of adoption of the Law on Pe- 
ace Protection there already functioned in the 
Soviet Union the Soviet Peace Committee es- 
tablished in August 1949. In 1951, the Com- 
mittee organized the gathering of signatures 
under the Appeal on the conclusion of the 
Peace Pact between five great powers — the 
Soviet Union, the USA, Great Britain, Fran- 
ce and China. 
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At that period editorial offices of newspa- 
pers and magazines, various public and state 
establishments were flooded with letters and 
telegrams, resolutions of meetings which read 
about the necessity and will to defend the 
cause of peace. 

Supporting the Appeal, citizens of Ukraine 
in short period of time held 81 thousand 
meetings, marches, manifestations which in- 
volved 14.5 million people. Majority of the 
documents adopted at the meetings contained 
the appeal to organize the Republican Peace 
Committee. 

Shortly, the meeting of representatives 
from scientific organizations and creative uni- 
ons took place. The meeting instituted the ini- 
tiative committee for calling the First Ukrain- 
ian Republican Conference of Peace Suppor- 
ters which was held in September 1951. 

525 delegates of the Conference elected the 
first staff of the Ukrainian Republican Peace 
Committee consisting of 51 members. Nikolai 
Semenenko, Vice-President of the Ukrainian 
SSR Academy of Sciences was elected its Cha- 
irman, Pavlo Tichina, a known Ukrainian po- 
et — his first deputy. 

The participants of the conference signed 
the Appeal of the World Council of Peace on 
the conclusion of the Pact of peace. In Uk- 
raine the Appeal was signed by 16,359,142 
persons. 
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THE CAUSE OF GLOBAL 
IMPORTANCE 


The formation of the organization of 
peace supporters in Ukraine furthered the over- 
all rise of activity of the peace-loving forces 
in the Republic. Peace committees were also 
established in the regions of the Ukrainian 
SSR. These committees became initiators and 
organizers of many nation-wide campaigns. 

What is the source of the high activity of 
social forces in support of peace? 

Every citizen of Ukraine well knows what 
war is like. About 5 million Ukrainians peri- 
shed during the Great Patriotic War 1941— 
1945. (In 1940, the population of Ukraine con- 
stituted 41.3 million people.) More than 2 mil- 
lion young Ukrainians were driven to hard 
labor to Germany. Many of them did not re- 
turn home. 

During the temporary occupation of Ukrai- 
ne the Nazis ruined 714 cities and settlements, 
over 28 thousand villages, thousands of in- 
dustrial enterprises, about 40 percent of hous- 
ing stock. 

The tragedy in Kortelisi village (Volyn Re- 
gion) is known far beyond Ukraine. Here, in 
September 23, 1942, the Nazis annihilated 
2,875 people including 1,620 children. The vil- 
lage and 20 nearby farmsteads were burnt to 
ashes. The fate of Kortelisi was shared by 
about 300 more villages of Ukraine. And how 
many cripples, widows and orphans the war 
has left! 

In the face of the new, more destructive 
war the Soviet people resolutely came out for 
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peace in support of the peace-loving foreign 
policy pursued by the CPSU and the Sovict 
Government. 

Since 1975, each year on June 22—29 (the 
date of Nazi Germany treacherous attack on 
the USSR) the Week of struggle for peace is 
held in Ukraine. Millions of people participa- 
te in the Week’s events. As a rule, there are 
600—700 antiwar arrangements of various 
kind during the Week. 

Veterans of the last war, schoolchildren and 
their parents lay flowers on each of the 30 
thousand monuments and obelisks built in 
Ukraine in honor of those died in the struggle 
against German fascism. Veterans tell about 
grief and sufferings a war brings to anyone, 
about their personal cxperience and bereave- 
ments. 

The antiwar films are being demonstrated 
in one of the cinemas and before the movie 
starts active members of the peace movement 
tell spectators about the role the community 
plays in the struggle to prevent war. In 1984, 
one of such Weeks involved 6 million citizens 
of Ukraine who participated in 14.5 thousand 
antiwar arrangements. 

The Ukrainian Republican Peace Commit- 
tee is the central organization which super- 
vises the peace movement in the Republic. 
Apart from the Committee there function in 
the Republic 12 regional and the Kiev City 
Peace Committee, Ukrainian Branch of the 
Soviet Peace Fund, 25 branches in regions, 
610 municipal and district sections of the So- 
viet Peace Fund. 

The organization of peace supporters exist 
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also in work collectives — at the plants, fac- 
tories, scientific and educational establish- 
ments, hospitals, construction objects, etc. All 
in all there are about 60 thousand organiza- 
tions of this kind. 

Not only structure, but the essence of this 
movement are of particular nature. There are 
neither status nor member cards, neither Par- 
ty, governmental, trade-union nor other sub- 
sidies. Material basis of the peace supporters 
movement in Ukraine and throughout the So- 
viet Union is voluntary donations to the So- 
viet Peace Fund given bv citizens; incomes 
from authors’ concerts, sports competitions, 
realizations of property or securities by the 
population, etc. Foreigners donate through the 
USSR Foreign Trade Bank or its branches. 

Having great possibilities for large-scale 
and effective activity, the peace supporters of 
Ukraine have gained remarkable success in 
their work. Today, their organization is the 
biggest and most popular one in the Repub- 
lic. 

The traditional large-scale, peaceful actions 
have become the most graphic evidence of 
aspiration of citizens of the Ukrainian SSR 
and the whole Soviet Union for peace, joint 
struggle against aggressive and militarist po- 
licy of reactionary imperialist circles. 

Labor and peace are sacred words for So- 
viet people. The Soviet people’s primary task 
is the construction of communism which can 
be attained only under conditions of peace. 
Therefore, the preservation of peaceful condi- 
tions for labor is the case of vital impor- 
tance for each Soviet citizen. 
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By the initiative of the working people from 
Zaporozhie Region the first working day 
of each vear in Ukraine is declared to be the 
Day of peaceful labor. As a rule, the Day is 
started with the antiwar meetings at which 
participants tell about the achievements gain- 
ed during the years of peaceful constructi- 
on, about the necessity to strengthen peace 
all over the world. Thousands of letters, tele- 
grams, resolutions of the meetings sent to the 
Ukrainian Republican Peace Committee pro- 
ve it. 

Since 1983, according to the appeal by the 
Soviet Peace Committee peace Month is held 
in May each year and includes the Week of 
activities for security and cooperation in Eu- 
rope. The first such Month (1983) turned in- 
to the campaign for the support of the Pra- 
gue assembly “For peace and life against 
nuclear war.” The Month of 1984 held in 
Ukraine was opened by large manifestation of 
Kievites and 250 thousand-strong rally of 
Kievites and their guests, including foreign 
citizens. The resolution of the rally was the 
protest against the deployment of the US 
first strike missile in Europe. 

Rallies numbering thousands of partici- 
pants were held in Dnepropetrovsk, Donetsk, 
Lvov, Odessa, Ivano-Frankovsk, Rovno, Kri- 
voy Rog and other cities and villages of Uk- 
raine. Large meeting was organized by the 
working people of the Novokramatorsk Machi- 
ne-Building Works, “Zaporozhstal” industri- 
al amalgamation in Zaporozhie, Silk Factory 
in Cherkassv. 

The Month was not limited with meetings, 
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manifestations, marches, sports events or 
competitions of political songs. The metal- 
lurgists from Voroshilovgrad Region, for 
example, organized the “melt for the benefit 
of peace”. The youth from Lutsk (Volyn Re- 
gion) planted garden of peace and friendship. 
During the Month in 1984, there were 50 
thousand arrangements which involved abo- 
ut 20 million people. 

During the Month the Ukrainian Republi- 
can Peace Committee received thousands of 
documents including letters, telegrams, reso- 
lutions of meetings which resolutely condem- 
ned the militarist actions of the USA and 
NATO countries imposing the new types of 
the US nuclear missile weapon on European 
countries. 

According to specialists’ data the Europe 
at the beginning of the 1980s had 20 times 
more military equipment and combat units 
than on the average on the planet. But the 
warmongers considered it not sufficient and 
did everything possible to place 572 more US 
missiles on the old continent. 

The US military strategic conception is gro- 
unded on the delivering first strike. In view 
of this, the turning of some European count- 
ries into the launching site for the US mis- 
siles capable to reach the Soviet Union in a 
matter of seconds creates quite a new milita- 
ry situation in Europe. 

The US missiles aimed at Soviet people are 
stationed not in the United States, but in 
the European countries which are far from the 
USA and which the US Administration turned 
into their nuclear hostages. Some American 
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tourist companies with enterprise verging on 
cynicism started advertising the tours to Euro- 
pe till it exists (!). 

The Soviet Government asked more than 
once the US Administration to stop the de- 
ployment of the nuclear weapon in Europe, 
to cease arms race, to start constructive talks 
as regards the reduction in armed forces and 
armaments. 

In May 1984, the mass manifestation and 
rally were held in Zheltiye Vodi (Drepropet- 
rovsk Region). Over 15 thousand people from 
Dneprodzerzhinsk participating in the anti- 
war rally resolutely protested against the de- 
ployment of the US missiles in Europe. The 
manifestation and rally of many thousand pe- 
ople strong out of whom there were about 4 
thousand veterans of the Great Patriotic War 
were held in Dnepropetrovsk. 

Over 40 thousand dwellers from Melitopol 
and its district (Zaporozhie Region) took part 
in the March of Peace which ended in mass- 
scale rally. The meetings were also held in 
Simferopol (at the TV works, University and 
medical institute), Yalta, Zolochev (Lvov Re- 
gion), in many collective and state farms of 
Kharkov and Kiev regions. 

Lately, the contacts between the Ukrainian 
peace fighters and the representatives of an- 
tiwar movements from socialist countries con- 
siderably gained in breadth and acquired the 
new forms. The unity of class positions, the 
unanimity in estimation of the international 
events, friendly support and close coope- 
ration are characteristic of their traditional 
ties which last for many years. 
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In June 1980, the meeting between the re- 
presentatives of the committees of peace figh- 
ters from socialist countries was held in Lvov 
under the slogan: “Socialism and peace are 
inseparable”. The meeting of the same kind 
was held in Kiev in October 1982, in honor of 
the 60th anniversary of the Soviet Union for- 
mation. 

Of great political resonance was the March 
of Peace-82 (Moscow — Vienna) which se- 
cond stage ran through Kiev and Uzhgorod. 

The meeting between peace supporters from 
Transcarpathian region (the Ukrainian SSR), 
East-Slovak region (the Czechoslovak Socia- 
list Republic) and Sabolch-Satmar Region 
(the Hungarian People’s Republic) have be- 
come very popular. According to the tradition 
these meetings are held in the first half of 
May, during the International Week of acti- 
ons for security and cooperation in Europe. 

They have turned into real festivities of pea- 
ce and friendship, ponderable contribution 
into development of contacts between frater- 
nal peoples. Using the experience gained du- 
ring these events the Soviet Peace Committee 
organized the meeting between the Soviet and 
Hungarian peace fighters which was held 
from March 31 to April 1, 1985, and devoted 
to the 40th anniversary of liberation of Hun- 
gary from the Nazi invaders. 

The meeting was held in Beregovo District, 
Transcarpathian Region, in the Garden of 
Friendship planted by Soviet and Hungarian 
citizens. Participants of the meeting were the 
delegation of the Hungarian Council for Pea- 
ce as well as the group of active members 
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from various regions of the Hungarian Pe- 
ople’s Republic. 

The Soviet side was represented by the de- 
legation of the Soviet Peace Committee and 
activists of the antiwar movement from Mos- 
cow, Leningrad, Byelorussia, Ukraine. The 
result of major importance of this meeting was 
the solution on joint actions in the struggle 
for security and cooperation in Europe, cessa- 
tion of arms race, for friendly relations 
among peoples. 

In September 1985, the Soviet-Polish semi- 
nar was held in Kiev, Donetsk and Lvov. The 
seminar dealt with the activity of local peace 
committees, with the work with creative in- 
telligentsia, youth, with the organization of 
mass-scale events. As a matter of fact this 
was the initial point for meetings which be- 
came traditional and useful for mutual enrich- 
ment with experience of work necessary to 
define the most effective actions on the inter- 
national arena. 

The International Week of actions for ban- 
ning nuclear weapon has become very popu- 
lar in the last years. It is held in August 6— 
13. 

June 1985 was the month when the World 
Assembly of Peace was established in Helsin- 
ki. The task of the organization was to launch 
the international protest against the develop- 
ment, testing and usage of nuclear weapon. 

The words uttered at the Assembly by Ale- 
xander Korneichuk, head of the Soviet dele- 
gation, a known Ukrainian playwright sound 
actually even today. He said in particular: 
‘The nature of the nuclear warfare, the scale 
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of possible distructions can be imagined in 
a different way, but is there anyone who co- 
uld said against the fact that this war would 
be the gravest sorrow for humanity? 

‘“‘We believe there is no proof, no arguments 
which could justify such a war and the tre- 
mendous losses it would bring to humankind. 
The world war waged with the use of mass 
destruction weapon could solve no problems 
of today. It could not solve historic antago- 
nism between the social systems.” 

The work of the Assembly ended in adop- 
tion of certain documents, including the solu- 
tion to organize the first International con- 
ference against atomic and hydrogen weapon 
to be held in Hiroshima on August 6, 1956. 
The delegates of the conference called to de- 
clare August 6 to be the International day of 
struggle for disarmament and prohibition of 
nuclear weapon. 

This appeal was supported throughout the 
world. In time, it was decided to initiate on 
August 6 each year the International Week 
for prohibition of nuclear weapon. Peace-lov- 
ing forces organized thousands of meetings, 
marches of protests against nuclear holocaust 
in all the continents. 

Among the actions of the Week during the 
last years are the manifestation and 30 thou- 
sand strong rally in Alexandria, Kirovograd 
Region. (The population of this town is about 
80 thousand people.) More than 2 thousand 
schoolchildren participated in the rally held 
in Young Pioneer camps of Voroshilovgrad 
Region under the slogan “Let Hiroshima ne- 
ver come again!” 
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The Weck of 1984, was characterized by the 
fact that the majority of its resolutions were 
addressed to the United Nations Organization 
in support of the peaceful documents adopted 
by this organization. These documents call 
upon all the countries which signed these do- 
cuments to carry out the undertaken engagce- 
ments. 

Side by side with Soviet-citizens the mem- 
bers of the antiwar organizations, tourists, 
foreign citizens studying in the Sovict Union 
participated in a number of mectings and ma- 
nifestations. The interests of journalists to the 
actions by peace supporters also had grown. 

The 1985 Week was held under the slogans 
declaring August 6 the International day of 
joint actions for elimination of nuclear wea- 
pon. The international mectings were held in 
Kiev, Lvov, Kherson, Zaporozhic, Zhdanov, 
Poltava, Cherkassy, Chernovtsy, on the ships 
of the Black Sea, Danube and Dnieper ship 
companics which were put to sea or in fo- 
reign ports. The meetings adopted resolutions 
and declarations which condemned the bar- 
barian bombing of Japanese cities Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki by the American aviation. 

Humanity sustained heavy losses to forget 
about them. A new war is too dangerous not 
to forewarn about it. 

Sailing “regatta of peace” started in Kiev 
in 1985 and finished in Odessa on August 6 
was one of the brightest pages in the history 
of Weck of Actions for Banning Nuclear Wea- 
pon. It was decided to organize this 
event annually and finish it cach year on 
August 6. 
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Organization of the international Week of 
struggle for disarmainent which starts on Oc- 
tober 24 (the day of the UN foundation) have 
become one of the popular forms in the activi- 
ties of peace supporters. For the first time 
the Week was organized in 1978 according to 
the decision of the First Special Session of 
the UN General Assembly on Disarmament. 

The principal slogan of the Week was per- 
ceived by everyone which explains its great 
popularity in all the countries. These days 
Ukraine holds as a rule large manifestations, 
marches of peace, auto and moio rallies, torch 
marches and a lot of other actions. 

The 27th Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union has become an event of 
great significance in the life of Soviet people. 
Not only the members of the Communist Par- 
ty, but the whole country, including the peace 
fighters awaited for the Congress. 

Long before the official announcement oj 
the date of the beginning of the Congress, the 
Ukrainian Republican Peace Committee re- 
ceived quite a few letters and telegrams from 
citizens of the Republic in which they told 
about their support of the peaceful policy of 
the CPSU and the Soviet Government and ex- 
pressed wishes concerning the forthcoming 
Party Congress. 

The workers and employees of the Donetsk 
Engineering Plant wrote in particular: “Dear 
friends, people belonging to different genera- 
tions work in our big collective. Among them 
are veterans of the Great Patriotic War, as 
well as their children and grandchildren. In 
this uneasy time we all have but one desire — 
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to preserve peace in which we have been li- 
ving for four decades. 

‘We declare that we fully support the peace- 
ful policy of the Communist Party of the So- 
viet Union. We are ready to meet the 27th 
Congress of the CPSU with our labor achieve- 
ments. We are sure that the Program of Pea- 
ce will be further developed in its documents.” 

The 27th Congress of the CPSU provided 
answers to many burning questions concer- 
ning both home and foreign policy. Its decisi- 
ons orient the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union to the strict following the course of 
peaceful coexistence to the firmness in defen- 
ding Leninist principles and positions. 

The Congress emphasized the necessity to 
further activize the Soviet foreign policy in all 
directions, to seek for just and peaccful settle- 
ment of world problems, to develop neighbor- 
ly relations with all the states. 

The foundations of creation of a universal 
system of international security, forwarded in 
the Political Report of the CPSU Central 
Committee to the 27th Party Congress are a 
tendency to self-preservation of humanity 
translated into the language of political reali- 
ties. Practical realization of these foundati- 
ons would create the conditions under which 
the peaceful coexistence would become the 
highest universal principle of relations betwe- 
en states. 

From the rostrum of the Congress the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union addressed 
all governments and parties, public organiza- 
tions and movements, all those who are real- 
ly anxious about the destiny of the Earth with 
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an appeal for more close and productive co- 
operation for the sake of success in the strug- 
gle against war, for the sake of success which 
will be historic victory for the whole human- 
kind and every man on the planet. 

The Congress proclaimed that the central 
direction in the Soviet Union’s foreign policy 
for the years to coimne will consist in realiza- 
tion of the program forwarded by Mikhail 
Gorbachev in his statement on January 15, 
1986. According to the program the mass de- 
struction weapon shall be eliminated, the mi- 
litary jeopardy — canceled. 

Realization of this program which is of his- 
toric and worldwide importance would open 
before the mankind the way to develop, quite 
new in essence, the possibility to be concen- 
trated only on the creative aspect. 

The appeal to peace sounded during the 
27th Congress from Moscow, the road to pea- 
ce mapped out by the forum of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Soviet Union were unani- 
mously supported by Soviet people and welco- 
med by all progressive humanity. They are 
the hope, they are the future. 


VETERANS AGAINST WAR 


Those who fought against Nazism, 
who suffered from rains and frost in entrench- 
ments, shed their blood, survived and went 
to battles again are the most staunch peace 
champions among the Soviet peace suppor- 
ters. These people experienced the horrors of 
war themselves and therefore they call every- 
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body to fight war, they teach voung people 
not to be afraid of war, but to hate war. 

What and who are these veterans? Mikhail 
Lopushnoy, an ex-batialion commissar, a pen- 
sioner now, is one of them. He lives in Odes- 
sa. For him and for all ex-froni-line soldiers 
the passed war has not become history. It is 
still a part of his life, his destiny. 

..It happened at the beginning of the war. 
The battalion where Lopushnoy served as a 
commissar was marching across the village. 
Nearby one of the huts soldiers slackened the- 
ir pace. The commissar came nearer and saw 
the corpses of a little girl and her mother. 
Next to them was a little boy with clotted 
blood on his head. The bov was crying and 
kept on saying: “Stand up, Mommy!” 

Lopushnoy took the boy with himself. There 
were lots of them, the first orphans whose 
childhood the war mercilesslv burnt and cros- 
sed out. Marching along the blcod-stainced, 
dusty roads of the war, the warriors took the 
children with themselves. Though the soldiers 
were exhausted they brought children in their 
hands. At one of the railroad stations they 
found a coach and accomodated there I!11 
children. The coach was coupled to the train 
which delivered the wounded soldiers to the 
rear of the country. 

Soon commissar himself being badly woun- 
ded found himself in a hospital. His health 
was undermined and Lopushnoy was not sent 
to the front. He was appointed as a commis- 
sar at the Kemerovo District military regi- 
stration and enlistment office. He began sear- 
ching for “his”, as he called them, children 
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and found them in the Donbas, liberated by 
that time. 

He wrote a letter there and received the 
following answer from director of the child- 
ren’s home: ‘Almost all the children have ne- 
ither father, nor mother, many of which were 
either killed in action or are fighting now. 
Come to our place. Children do remember you 
and they will meet you as if you were their 
father.” 

The disabled veteran who was also brought 
up in a children’s home, whom Soviet power 
of workers and peasants gave home and 
bread, education, bought cloth, leather 
with all his saved money and went to the 
clothes-foot-wear factory No. 7 located in 
Kemerovo. 

Lopushnoy gathered the women who wor- 
ked at the factory (all men were at the front) 
and told them about the destiny of those child- 
ren. The women took his story to their heart. 
Every day they stayed at their work places 
after their shift and sewed 100 pairs of foot- 
wear, 150 suits, 100 coats and Lopushnoy 
sent all this to Donbas... 

Todav, Mikhail Lopushnoy’s life stand is 
very active too. He is a member of the Presi- 
dium of the Odessa Regional Peace Commit- 
tee. Visiting industrial enterprises, collective 
and state farms of the region he delivers lec- 
tures, organizes the collection of means to the 
Peace Fund. People heartily welcome his ap- 
peals. 

Till the last time, as a lecturer of the Zna- 
nie (knowledge) Society, he delivered 200 
lectures a year at an average. The author’s 
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emoluments were completely transferred to 
the Peace Fund. All in all he donated about 
30 thousand rubles. 

Very often he starts his lecture with the 
words: ‘‘When fighting at the front we burried 
our comrades we would swear a sacred oath 
on the communal graves: if we survive we wo- 
uld tell people about those who gave their 
lives fighting Nazism, we would struggle for 
peace, for happiness for all.” The veteran is 
faithful to his oath. 

There are thousands and thousands of such 
selfless fighters in the ranks of peace cham- 
pions in the Republic. Having experienced 
deep sorrow, they want their children and 
grandchildren live in peace. Many people wri- 
te about it, send money to the Peace Fund. 
Some of them even do not mention their na- 
mes and addresses. 

One of them wrote: “This damned war pre- 
scented me with a lot of shocks — physical, 
moral, material ones. I am lucky to have sur- 
vived. I do not want my countrymen or all 
people on the Earth would experience I did.” 
The subscription was: “Soviet citizen.” 

Soviet citizen... This is how the man who 
defended Motherland, reconstructed the rui- 
ned economy, a man of active social stand in 
the present-day life, peace fighter called him- 
self. 

Soviet people struggle for peace not be- 
cause they are afraid of war. They are guided 
by sober mind, belief in their bright future, 
hatred to evil, the desire to rid the humanity 
of famine, cold, diseases, oppression and ex- 
ploitation forever, they want to see all people 


39 


as brothers. All this is based on optimistic 
philosophy of the Soviet way of life. 

In 1985, the Ukrainian Republican Peace 
Committee received a letter from the Kotlia- 
rovs, assistant-professors of the Poltava Civil 
Engineering Institute. “We are elderly peop- 
le,’ they wrote, “we have experienced much 
and did much useful for our Motherland. We 
deeply love our Homeland, Ukraine, Khar- 
kov where we had lived for many years and 
our beautiful Poltava we have been working 
in since 1956. We like our institute to which 
we have devoted many years of labor. 

“We are happy that our country, our people 
have been working under peaccful sky for 
40 years. In commemoration of the 40th an- 
niversarv of the victory over the German fas- 
cist invaders we donate two thousand rubles 
to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

“We would like very much this money to 
be used for the development of science, cultu- 
re, art, medical treatinent of the population. 
sports and so on. But we know that the most 
urgent problem of today is the preservation of 
peacc on our planet. 

‘We call upon all our contemporaries, upon 
all Sovict people who have savings to donatc 
them in honor of the 40th anniversary of vic- 
tory, to support the peace movement. This will 
surely lessen the dangcr of the nuclear war 
and help stop arms race which may cause the 
annihilation of civilization.” 
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YOUTH MUST HAVE 
PEACEFUL FUTURE 


Youth is an active and vigorous for- 
ce in the peace-loving movement in Ukraine 
and in the Soviet Union as a whole. It is quite 
clear because as history shows it is youth who 
suffer the gravest losses during war. The na- 
ture of inodern mass destruction weapon, es- 
pecially nuclear weapon, the plans of impe- 
rialists to use it are a threat to all genera- 
tions, to the life itself. 

The social stand of the youth renders a gre- 
at influence on the antiwar movement making 
it more effective. The struggle of the youth 
for peace in socialist, developing and indust- 
rial capitalist countries has both peculiar and 
common traits, but the aspiration for peace 
is common to all. 

According to the UN definition the young 
people from 15 to 25 years of age are refer- 
red to youth. In 1980, it constituted 875 mil- 
lion people, in 1985 — 920 million people or 20 
percent of the planet’s population. The sha- 
ping of young generation takes place under 
the conditions that are constantly changed 
and transformed which had never been be- 
fore in the history of humankind. 

In the interests of their future the young 
people strive for participation in solving uni- 
versal problems, giving primary attention to 
the reduction and then complete cessation of 
arms race started by impcrialists. Young pe- 
ople realize that they have a big part to play 
in the struggle for peace. 


4] 


The youth of the Soviet Union, patriots of 
the socialist Motherland keep loyalty to the 
memory of those 20 million Soviet citizens 
who perished in the flame of the past war. 
Many families lost their kinsfolk. 

People keep in their memory the evil years 
of the war, sorrow, famine, dislocation. He 
who went through a war, he who burried his 
dear and near, he who saw death will never 
stop saying that war has always been the 
most terrible evil and he will never stop 
fighting the forces which try to unleash the 
new war. 

Here are the roots of the peace-loving world 
outlook intrinsic to the Soviet youth. It is 
characterized by the active life stand, active 
struggle against war or threat of war. The 
most important task of public organizations 
fighting for peace is to make young people 
on all the continents more active in their an- 
tiwar movement, in the struggle for peace 
and friendship among peoples. 

Young people are taught to hate war thro- 
ugh various ways and means — at schools, 
in trade-union and Komsomol organizations, 
scientific and creative societies, sports and 
other organizations. Some examples can be 
cited below. 

On the initiative of the Kiev youth, the 
Ukrainian Republican Peace Committee joint- 
lv with the Committee of Youth Organizations 
of Ukraine launched at an antiwar youth 
rally the Relay of Peace that started in Kiev 
on June 27, 1982, on Soviet Youth Day. This 
rally also adopted an Appeal to the 2nd Spe- 
cial Session of the UN General Assembly for 
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Disarmament urging it to make decisions con- 
ducive to detente and termination of the arms 
race. 

The Relay of Peace went through 25 regi- 
ons of Ukraine, embraced 8 million 200 thou- 
sand people and finished on November 10 in 
Kiev with the meeting under the motto ‘We 
shall not let blast the world!” 

In the same year 1982, active members of 
the antiwar youth movement draw up a letter 
protesting the deployment of the new UN 
first-strike missiles in Western Europe. 

They collected 3 million signatures and 
sent it to the NATO Headquarters in Brussels. 
In 1983, the Relay of young peace fighters in 
the framework of the ‘Relay of Peace of the 
Children of Europe” was organized in Ukrai- 
ne. It started on June 1 (the International 
Day of the Protection of Children) in one of 
the largest Young Pioneer camps of the Re- 
public located in Odessa. 

Initiators of the Relay were the schoolchild- 
ren from Krasnodon school No. !. During the 
Great Patriotic War the youth of this town 
set up the underground organization “Young 
Guard” which glorified themselves and the 
town with their heroic resistance, from Kiev 
school No. 57, Odessa school No. 22, Koriu- 
kovka school No. | Chernigov Region. 

Just a few words about Koriukovka. During 
the war the Koriukovka village suffered grave 
damage caused by the Nazis. To revenge vil- 
lagers who helped partisans, the Nazis an- 
nihilated all captured dwellers and burnt 
down the village. In 2 days after this atro- 
cious act the invaders came back and shot 
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down everybody who managed to escape the 
first execution. 

During the Relay organized were the com- 
petitions of political song and political pcs- 
ter. Children helped collective farmers, the 
so-called bonfires of friendship were organi- 
zed in Young Pioneer camps where children 
were told about customs and habits of peoples 
from foreign countries. 

In the time of this period the Ukrainian 
Republican Peace Committee, editorial offi- 
ces of newspapers and magazines, radio and 
TV received thousand of letters in which 
children told about their aspirations to live 
in peace, about the assistance they render to 
adults in the antiwar siruggle. 

Their help is of various forms. The Young 
Pioneers from Musievka village, Poltava Re- 
gion, for example, were given a bonus for 
overfulfilling the plan of salvage collection. 
At the general meeting the Young Pioneers 
decided to donate the premium to the Soviet 
Peace Fund. 

The Young Pionecrs from Kiev school No. 
136 gathered 1000 kilograms of chestnuts. The 
received money they donated to the Peace 
Fund. The Young Pioneers from Yaroshevka 
school, Cherkassv Region through “Zirka”, 
the Republican Young Pioneer newspaper, 
addressed all the children of their age with 
the appeal to write letters to the UN and the 
World Peace Council and tell why the Soviet 
children want to live in peace and what thev 
are doing to preserve peace. 

In 1983, the referendum “I vote for peace” 
was held in the Soviet Union. More than 30 
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thousand manifestations, marches, rallies we- 
re organized in Ukraine. The Kiev industrial 
amalgamation ‘“‘Electronmash” organized an 
antiwar rally under the slogan “We shall not 
let blast the world!” More than 2500 young 
men and young women participated in it. Du- 
ring the youth referendum collected were 6 
million 515 thousand signatures for the sup- 
port of peace. 

The Second World War is known to have 
started on September 1, 1939. The World Co- 
uncil of Peace and the UN declared this day 
the International Day of the struggle for pea- 
ce. Since 1975, the first lesson in the schools 
of Ukraine (the academic year in the Soviet 
Union starts on September 1) is conducted 
as a Lesson of Peace. 

Fach active member of the Ukrainian Re- 
publican Peace Committce is to conduct at 
least one such lesson. The subject of the Day 
is the first Soviet law — the Decree on Peace 
which determined the peace-loving foreign 
policy of the land of Soviets, the USSR’s 
efforts on the creation of the guaranteed con- 
ditions for peace today, the role and place of 
the Soviet movement for peace in the world- 
wide peace movement. 

Children are told why it is necessary to 
fight war, what adults are doing for this and 
what children can do. In other words this is 
the lesson against war. 

In 1985, apart from the Leninist lessons of 
Peace at the schools of Ukraine there were 
2,881 rallies, 335 manifestations, 2,337 meet- 
ings, 1,123 talks between youth and World 
War II veterans. Besides the antiwar actions 
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conducted at the Republican scale they were 
organized by the youth in regions and towns. 

Of great popularity became the motor runs 
organized by the peace fighters from Kirovo- 
erad Region. The route of the runs comes 
through the cities of Ukraine and the North- 
West area of Russian Federation. Cycle and 
motor races under the motto “Peaceful sky 
to the planet” are held regularly in Ivano- 
Frankovsk, Kharkov and Kherson regions. 

The school clubs of international friendship 
which number in Ukraine is about 6 thou- 
sand carry out the large-scale work on popu- 
larizing the ideas of peace and friendship 
among nations. Some of the clubs, for examp- 
le, the club in school No. 5, Antratsit city, Do- 
netsk Region, are members of the internatio- 
nal committee of children and youth organi- 
zations. 

The letter received by the Ukrainian Repub- 
lican Peace Committee from the club of in- 
ternational friendship of school No. 4, in Sar- 
ny, Rovno Region, reads: “We have been con- 
ducting for a long time the parties of fri- 
endship, meetings of solidarity with the strug- 
gle of youth for peace and friendship among 
peoples, competitions for the best performan- 
ce of antiwar songs. 

‘We pay especially much attention to the 
collection of materials pertaining to the par- 
ticipation of youth in the antiwar movement. 
We tell as many people as possible about 
what we had managed to find out. We took 
part in the March of Peace of Youth, sent a 
letter to the NATO Headquarters in Brussels 
protesting against the deployment of the new 
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UN missiles in Western Europe and we had 
collected 2,185 signatures under this letter. 

“We organized a quiz on the history of the 
antiwar movement, the evening party under 
the motto ‘Your personal contribution to the 
struggle for peace’ as well as the meeting-re- 
quiem with the appropriate resolution. ‘We re- 
vere the memory of those who perished in the 
struggle against Nazism,’ stated the resolu- 
tion, ‘We hate war! We want to live in peace 
and friendship with all the nations!’ ” 

The joint session of the Presidium of the 
Ukrainian Republican Peace Committee and 
the Board of the Ukrainian SSR Ministry of 
Education devoted to the participation of the 
39th Kiev school in the struggle for peace be- 
came a new stage in organization of the anti- 
war activities of the youth of Ukraine. 

All present at the session liked very much 
the speech by Vladimir Bratusin, a tenthgra- 
der, Deputy Secretary of the Komsomol Com- 
mittee of the school told about the collection 
of signatures under the questionnaire “I vote 
for peace’, about their correspondence be- 
tween schoolchildren and their foreign colle- 
agues, about the meetings with the represen- 
tatives from foreign countries. The session 
adopted the documents which recommend the 
use of the gained experience by all schools 
of the Republic. 

The competition for the best drawing is ve- 
ry popular among schoolchildren. The most 
interesting drawings received from various 
regions of the Republic are exhibited every 
third month in the Ukrainian Republican Pea- 
ce Committee. Very often the guests from 
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abroad visiting the Committee are presented 
with these drawings. 

In 1984, Lyubov Antoshchuk, an cight gra- 
der from Zhitomir, became the winner of the 
international contest of children’s paintings, 
sponsored by the American organization 
“Children as Peacemakers”. With the con- 
sent of her parents, the girl donated the prize 
(1000 US dollars) to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

Addressing the conference of the Ukrainian 
Peace Champions held in December, 1984, 
Lyubov said: “I am often asked what is port- 
rayed in my painting ‘The Children of Peace?’ 
When I painted it ! wanted ali children to 
know how happy I am in my childhood. That 
is why I has drawn a bright smiling sun, 
which can and should warm al! the children 
of this planet. 

“And this is only possible when peace will 
be everywhere. Fighting for it are not only 
adults but children too... We, children, per- 
haps understand peace and the struggle for 
it in our own way. We want to struggle for 
peace and are doing it the way we can.” 

The students of Ukraine took ponderable 
part in the struggle for peace. Today, 146 
higher and 729 secondary educational esta- 
blishments of the Republic train one million 
and 684 thousand students. 

For many years during their summer va- 
cations, university and college students of this 
country have been working at major construc- 
tion projects of the Soviet Union in the ranks 
of students’ construction teams. Some of these 
teams donate the money they had earned to 
the Soviet Peace Fund. 
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In 1984, for example, Ukrainian students 
organized 147 such teams and contributed 
100,000 rubles to the Peace Fund. In 1985, in 
honor of the 40th anniversary of the victory 
over Nazi Germany, nearly 1000 such teams 
symbolically accepted, as Honorary Members 
of the teams, one or several soldiers killed in 
the war, fulfilled quotas for them, and sent 
the earnings to the Peace Fund. 

Many student collectives organize compce- 
titions of political songs, pantomimes, politi- 
cal posters. Of great popularity is the TV 
monthly broadcast “Interclub” founded more 
than decade ago at the initiative of the youth 
editorial staff of the Ukrainian television. 

On April 24—28, 1985, the third internatio- 
nal student festival ‘‘Peace will triumph over 
War” was held at the Kiev Politechnical in- 
stitute. The festival was devoted to the 40th 
anniversary of victory of the Soviet people 
in the Great Patriotic War. Foreign students 
studying at the institute also participated in 
the festival. 

The festival program included the March of 
Peace, theater staging of history of the anti- 
war movement, scientific conference ‘The 
youth of the world in the struggle for peace,” 
competitions of political reportings, amateur 
concerts. The festival ended in the work at 
the institute’s construction site done by the 
international students’ construction team. Be- 
sides, the festival adopted an open letter 
which addressed the youth and student orga- 
nizations of the NATO countries with the ap- 
peal to promote the disarmament and cessa- 
tion of arms race. 
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Every year the Komsomol Central Commit- 
tee, the Ministry of Health Protection of the 
USSR, the Trade Union of medical workers 
organize the competition of the scientific crea- 
tive work of medical students under the mot- 
to “Heroes of the five-year plan period.” In 
1984, the laboratory of cryogenic surgery of 
the Odessa medical institute became the win- 
ner of the competition. Komsomol members 
and the youth of the laboratory donated the 
premium to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

In 1984 and 1985, the seminars of the youth 
from the FRG, Finland and USSR devoted to 
the problems of the struggle for peace were 
held in Donetsk, Lvov and Voroshilovgrad. 

Many people know about the international 
construction project of the gas pipeline Uren- 
soy — Pomary — Uzhgorod. The motto of the 
construction was “Gas of Urengoy for Peace.” 
Now gas is supplied to Austria, Italy, France, 
the FRG. 

On one of the Saturdays of 1984, 93 Soviet 
youth collectives and about 1500 members of 
the Union of Free German Youth of the GDR 
selflessly worked at the pipeline section in 
Ivano-Frankovsk Region and concluded the 
working day with the antiwar meeting. The 
earnings they donated to the Soviet Peace 
Fund. 

In 1976, the campaign on collecting signa- 
tures under the new Stockholm appeal to stop 
armaments race was launched in Ukraine. 35 
million 300 thousand citizens of the Republic 
signed this appeal. To commemorate this 
event, young Ukrainian poets issued the col- 
lection of poems ‘The Sun of Peace’. Authors 
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and workers of the printing house donated 
their fee and earnings to the Soviet Peace 
Fund. 


WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE 
FOR PEACE 


Recent years have seen an increased 
activity of women in the antiwar movement. 
On a world scale this was furthered by the 
holding of the International Women’s Year in 
1975 which was followed by the Decade of 
Woman declared by the UN. The Decade’s 
motto — equality, development, peace — ex- 
pressed the three main goals that were pur- 
sued by the Soviet Union’s antiwar organiza- 
tions. 

That this problem receives increasing atten- 
tion is no mere chance. It is accounted for 
by the growing role that women are playing 
in the economic and political life of society. 
With their work, women of the world produce 
now nearly one third of the world wealth, 
while in socialist countries their contribution 
to the development of economy and culture is 
even greater. 

The experience accumulated by the Soviet 
Union in drawing women into the state, sci- 
entific, cultural, production and social sphe- 
res of life is of tremendous importance. For 
the first time in history of humanity the So- 
viet State has consolidated the equality of 
woman with man to elect and be elected to 
all bodies of state power, occupy any social 
position in the state and national economy 
organizations. 
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According to the Soviet Constitution wo- 
man enjoys equal rights to labor and payment 
in accordance with its quality and quantity, 
the right to education, rest, social ensuran- 
ce. Besides, socialism not only ensures, but 
also guarantees them. 

Participation of women in all spheres of 
social life graphically proves it. The work 
in labor collective gives women access to the 
relations of cooperation and mutual assistan- 
ce, makes it possible for her to understand 
her direct participation in the building of so- 
cialism and communism. Her independent 
earning raises the well-being of the family 
and confirms her prestige. 

At present, 92.5 percent of Soviet able-bo- 
died women are engaged in the national eco- 
nomy activity or study without discontinuing 
their work. Under conditions of the plan-go- 
verned, crises-free national economy and 
overall employment, the Soviet society faces 
no problems as to the priority of labor gran- 
ted either to man or woman. 

There are also no problems as regards the 
employment of women of middle age. 

In some branches of national economy such 
as communication, trade, state and social en- 
surance, health protection, education, cultu- 
re and so on the share of woman’s labor is 
from 69 to 85 percent. 

Socialist society is interested that every 
person be it man or woman could display and 
develop their abilities. Professional structure 
of woman labor in the Soviet Union is cha- 
racterized by their mass-scale engagement 
in skilled labor. The law prohibits to employ 
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women in the branches which are detrimen- 
tal to their health and maternity. 

About 36 percent of all the deputies of the 
Supreme Soviet in the Union Republics are 
women. In the trade unions of the Republics 
and regions they constitute 42—43 percent. 

No doubt, the participation of Soviet wo- 
men in all the areas of society’s life increa- 
ses their public activity, of their role in the 
formation of public opinion and, certainly, of 
their role in the struggle for ensuring peace- 
ful conditions for life and work — the basic 
human right. 

It is the truth that only under conditions of 
peace the struggle for equality and for an 
opportunity of all-round development make 
sense. Therefore, women are found more olf- 
ten among peace fighters, among those col- 
lecting signatures under appeals and peti- 
tions in defense of peace, organizing mani- 
festations and other antiwar actions. Women 
initiated the March of Peace-81 (Stock- 
holm — Paris) and the March of Peace-82 
(Moscow — Vienna) to protest against nuc- 
lear weapon. 

Women participate in every antiwar event 
in Ukraine. That is why the participation of 
women in the movement for peace is regular- 
ly discussed at the sittings of peace commit- 
tees. On May 23, 1983, the Ukrainian Repub- 
lican Peace Committee jointly with the Mi- 
nistry of Higher and Secondary Special Educ- 
ation of the Ukrainian SSR organized the in- 
ternational student conference ‘Struggle for 
Peace and International Women’s Movement.” 
Representatives from 114 countries of the 
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world who came to the Soviet Union to study 
participated in the work of the conference. 

There is the village of Melniki in Cherno- 
bai District, Cherkassy Region. When the war 
began, all the men of the village went to the 
front. 268 of them were killed. Many of their 
widows still live there. All of them came to 
the antiwar meeting that was staged in Mel- 
niki in 1984, which was also attended by wi- 
dows from other villages of the region. After 
the war there were 10,000 widows there. 

The resolution which they had adopted and 
addressed to the UN, said: ‘“‘We know too well 
what a hard, solitary life is. We have expe- 
rienced the bitterness of sleepless nights and 
the mental anguish that never stops. We have 
endured much: we saw thousands of deaths, 
heard the whine and explosions of bombs and 
shells, and remember bitter tears of our or- 
phan children who have never since said the 
word ‘daddy.’ 

“We call on all women, all people to stop 
the nuclear-addicted maniacs. Let us prevent 
nuclear war! We will not allow to make our 
earth a common nuclear graveyard.” 

In June 1984, about two thousand women 
gathered together at the meeting of mothers 
organized by the House of Culture of the No- 
vokramatorsk Machine-Building Plant. On 
behalf of their families, on bchalf of their 
children they addressed the Prague Assembly 
‘For Peaceful Life Against Nuclear War” to 
support those who actively struggle for pea- 
ce. 

More than 200 women gathered together at 
the antiwar meeting held in “Ukraina” col- 
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lective farm, Troitsky District, Voroshilov- 
grad Region. The letter adopted at the meet- 
ing and addressed to the Committee of So- 
viet Women reads: ‘‘We must preserve every- 
thing what is alive. Let our voices be heard 
by those who fight for peace all over the 
world. We call on women-workers to protest 
against arms race, against militarization of 
space, against nuclear tests, against all war- 
mongers.” 

The meeting of members of bureau of the 
regional Party Committee and women-vete- 
rans of the Great Patriotic War was held in 
Chernigov on the eve of the 40th anniversary 
of Victory over the Nazis. Women came to 
Chernigov from various parts of the region. 
They are those who put an overcoat on their 
girlish shoulders in the days of the nation- 
wide sorrow and went to the front. 

The participants of the meeting supported 
the appeal of the Women’s International De- 
mocratic Federation to launch the campaign of 
collecting signatures under the motto ‘For 
the right of peoples to peace.” At the same 
time they directed the letter to the WIDF Se- 
cretariat which read: “The war blew over our 
native Chernigov land like a whirlwind. 529 
settlements of the region were completely rui- 
ned. 

“The Nazi invaders killed and drove 270 
thousand persons for forced labor to Germa- 
ny. 134 thousand people from Chernigov were 
killed in the war. We do realize that the 
future of our planet depends on us, whether 
it will be flourishing garden or deserted by 
an atomic war place, will it be the planet of 
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peaceful coexistence between peoples or a hot- 
bed of conflicts and injustice. 

“Women who give birth to life, have parti- 
cular right, and this is our duty too, to fight 
for the bright future of our children, grand- 
children, all coming generations. We are the 
first in our region to have put signature un- 
der the motto ‘For the right of people to 
peace.’ 

‘On behalf of all women who participated 
in the war, partisan movements and those 
who had worked in the rear, soldiers’ widows, 
on behalf of all mothers of Chernigov Region 
we shall call: let everyone do their best to 
preserve peace!” All participants of the me- 
eting donated half of a month earning to the 
Peace Fund. 

Maria Zaika, from Zaporozhie sent to the 
Ukrainian Peace Committee an album-letter 
in which she enclosed over thousand of sig- 
natures in support of peace — those of neigh- 
bors, acquaintances, working personnel of the 
kindergarten No. 245, school No. 6, boarding 
school in Khortitsa and many others. 

...When the war broke out, Anna Ribachen- 
ko who lives now in Odessa, volunteered for 
the army in the first days of the war. She fi- 
nished a machine-gunners’ school. During the 
battle of the Donbas she was badly wounded 
and taken prisoner. The Nazis tortured An- 
na, broke her arms and were going to shoot 
her, but partisans managed to liberate the 
girl on the way to the place of execution. She 
spent almost a year in hospital and then re- 
turned to the front. 

This time it was at Stalingrad. Here she 
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was again seriously wounded. Corps men pic- 
ked her up, considering she was dead. She 
was even entered in the list of casualties. But 
she was not destined to die, though. Again, 
she spent almost a year in hospitals and even- 
tually returned to the front. She took part in 
the liberation of Ukraine and Hungary and 
finished the war at Prague on May 10. 

Anna Ribachenko has 11 battle decorations, 
she is a member of the Presidium of the Odes- 
sa Regional Peace Committee. She is also 
active in the club of former women soldiers. 

In 1972, young pioneers of the Kiev school 
No. 91 were on excursion in Volgograd and 
saw there the grave of the brave machine-gun- 
ner Anna Ribachenko. They decided to find 
out the combat way of Anna and wrote a 
letter to the archives of the USSR Ministry of 
Defense. The answer was: Anna Ribachenko 
is alive and works in Odessa. 

In March 1975, Anna Ribachenko partici- 
pated in the work of the Ukrainian Conferen- 
ce of peace supporters in Kiev. Representati- 
ves of the Young Pioneer body named after 
Anna Ribachenko from the Kiev school No. 
91 also took part in the work of the confc- 
rence. 

The Ukrainian Republican Peace Commit- 
tee receives hundreds of letters from young 
mothers, soldiers’ widows, from women who 
are anxious about the situation in the world. 
‘I have a favor to ask you to put my name 
next to those who fight for peace,” writes Ma- 
ria Chopyga, a book-keeper from Lugovoe vil- 
lage, Berezansky District, Nikolaev Region, 
Deputy of the Local Soviet. 
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‘“T would like to address all those who li- 
ving abroad would like to annihilate Soviet 
people. You, living there, do not realize what 
the horrors of the past war are, how fearful 
it was. I was only 12 years old when our fa- 
mily lost home, clothes, foodstuffs in a mat- 
ter of minute, but managed to escape from 
burning house blasted by a Nazi bomb. Our 
beautiful village Polonnoe was burned du- 
ring a day. Only 10 farmsteads out of 400 
remained. 

“You did not see and you did not realize 
the joy of the first day of peace and you do 
not know its real price. It is marvellous to 
live, in autumn and winter, in spring and 
summer when the sun is brightly shining in 
the sky, when people love each other, when 
mothers give birth to children, when happy 
people are everywhere around you. 

“Let us fight for peace together, let both 
adults and children enjoy sun, let the peoples 
of the world live in peace and understan- 
ding.” 

In her letter to the Ukrainian Republican 
Peace Committee a woman from Dnepropet- 
rovsk writes: “I am mother and have two 
children. I do not want my children hear the 
bursts of bombs, the whine of bullets. I do not 
want to live in dugouts we had lived in my 
childhood. Together with all Soviet women, 
together with mothers all over the world I 
am fully resolved to do all my best to ward 
off war. With the whole of my heart I do sup- 
port the policy of our Communist Party which 
does everything to establish peace and trust 
among peoples!” 
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It is worth noting about the initiative of 
woman-workers of the “Azot” Production 
Amalgamation in Rovno who called on all wo- 
men of the city, on the eve of the 700th an- 
niversary of its foundation, to organize a sa- 
le-show of hand-made articles (embroideries, 
knitted things, wicker-works, toys, etc.) so 
as to donate to the Peace Fund. 

The motto of the show was “Everything for 
the benefit of peace and happiness of child- 
ren.” Participating in the sale were 23,500 
women. The donation to the Soviet Peace 
Fund was about 100 thousand rubles. 


AT THE HEAD 
OF MOVEMENT FOR PEACE 


Working class is the most persistent 
and resolute force of the modern antiwar mo- 
vement. Antiwar traditions of international 
working movement commenced to be establi- 
shed from the very first steps of the class 
struggle waged by proletariat. Telling of the 
workers’ parties antiwar traditions Vladimir 
Lenin wrote that these parties always de- 
nounced wars between peoples as a barbaric 
and atrocious matter. 

Nowadays, the problem of struggle against 
militarism, for prevention of war is pressing 
and acute as never before. The policy of im- 
perialism the US one in the first hand, keeps 
increasing the danger of unleashing the new 
world war which threatens the cxistence of 
human civilization taking into account the 
available means of mass destruction. Milita- 
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ry preparations being conducted by imperia- 
list states are antihuman and antisocial in 
their very essence. They produce a negative 
effect upon socioeconomic progress, result in 
parasitic use of labor force and great scienti- 
fic-technological discoveries, generate the 
growth of inflation and the tax burden in ca- 
pitalist countries. Arms race is an aimless 
embezzlement of material and spiritual we- 
alth so badly needed by mankind for fighting 
hunger, diseases, illiteracy, for solving soci- 
al, power, raw material, ecological and quite 
a few other problems of global significance. 
According to the UN statistics, today in the 
world 2 billion people lack the proper amount 
of pure drinking water; 1.5 billion have no 
medical care; | billion live in extreme pover- 
ty; 800 million adults are illiterate; 250 milli- 
on children have no possibility to attend 
schools, 600 million suffer from chronic mal- 
nutrition. At the same time, one gram of the 
“B-52” strategic bomber total weight costs 
more than a gram of gold. Comparison of 
such figures demonstrates how pointless are 
the huge military expenditures since the fi- 
nal product of military industry never finds 
any application in the industry itself. 

Specialists prove that investments into 
military sphere create less work places ver- 
sus the alternative investments into peaceful 
branches of economy. Scientists of the IIli- 
nois university in the USA have calculated 
that transition of the US economy to the pea- 
ceful way of development would result in 
the 6.7 million work places’ increase in this 
country. 
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It is quite natural that working class, the 
producer of all material wealth, enhances the 
struggle not only for its economic rights but 
also against the militarization of economy, 
for preservation and strengthening of peace. 
Class-conscious workers, their Marxist-Leni- 
nist parties are always in the front ranks of 
peace champions. 

The working class of socialist countries 
makes especially ponderable contribution to 
the struggle for peace. Its selfless labor 
strengthens economic might of these coun- 
tries which wholly and completely serves the 
cause of peace and security the world over. 
In addition, having at its disposal the state 
power levers (for instance, there are 31.8 per- 
cent of workers in the Ukrainian SSR’s Sup- 
reme Soviet), the working class possesses 
broad opportunities to express its opinion at 
the sessions of the highest state authority 
body thus exerting an influence upon internal 
and foreign policy of the country. 

It was already mentioned that the workers 
put forward the most popular initiatives fol- 
lowed up everywhere in the Republic. Active 
involvement of the working class into the an- 
tiwar movement was taking place under di- 
rect influence of the peace advocates’ orga- 
nizations. 

In 1975, they organized conference ‘Role 
and place of the working class in the strugg- 
le for peace” at the engine-building plant in 
Zaporozhie. All the workers of the Ukrainian 
Peace Committee, scientists from Kiev, Lvov 
and Donetsk were invited to take part in the 
conference. They met with workers and em- 
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ployees of the city and its region, helped to 
organize antiwar manifestations. 

Lathe operator Vladimir Mikhailov, a par- 
ticipant to the conference, said the following 
after its completion: “I’ve been working at the 
plant for 27 years and this conference has 
becoine the most interesting experience for 
me. It has enabled me to better define per- 
sonal place in the peace-loving movement.” 

Holding of ‘‘Watch of memory — Watch of 
peace” (since 1981) has become a prominent 
event in the Republic’s social life. This ini- 
tiative was made by the workers and at pre- 
sent it is one of the most popular actions of 
the local peace champions. Traditionally, 
‘Watch of memory — Watch of peace”’ is be- 
ing carried out from April 9 to May 9. Its 
essence is that the meetings of working teems, 
shops, shifts make the decision to take on the 
staff as honorary members those people who 
perished during the Great Patriotic War de- 
fending their Homeland. The document, sent 
to the Ukrainian Republican Peace Commit- 
tee from the All-Union state experimental de- 
sign institute ‘‘Giprostroimash,’’ may serve 
as a relevant example. According to the deci- 
sion made by the general meeting of insti- 
tute’s employees, Hero of the Soviet Union 
Pyotr Nefedov who was killed liberating Ki- 
ev, was put on the staff as Honorary member. 

Everybody took an active part in fullfilling 
the obligation to work one month for Pyotr 
Nefedov, Honorary member of the Institute’s 
Staff, Hero of the Soviet Union. Nefedov’s 
a was transferred to the Soviet Peace 
Fund. 
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The same is done at many a plant, factory, 
mine, construction site. “Watch of memory — 
Watch of peace” has presented a lot of uni- 
que examples of not only selfless but also 
heroic labor in the name of peace. 

64 perished heroes were taken on the teams 
of the Kiev automatic machine tools plant na- 
med after M. Gorky, 24 teams of the Novo- 
kramatorsky machine-building works have 
taken on their staff Nikolai Rumiantsev, a 
former worker of this enterprise, who partici- 
pated in the war, was wounded and taken 
prisoner, but managed to escape. He made 
contacts with German antifascists and soon 
became the head of resistance movement in 
Leipzig. Rumiantsev perished several days 
before the end of the war. 

80 Soviet Army men were killed during the 
liberation of the town of Chop in Transcar- 
pathian Region. Their names are carved on 
the memorial obelisk in the town’s center, 
and each year in the “‘Watch of memory — 
Watch of peace” period they are taken on 
the working collectives as the honorary mem- 
bers. 

Komsomol member Ivan Nagrebelny, a sto- 
pe worker of the mine named after Rumian- 
tsev of the “Artemugol” industrial amalgama- 
tion, undertook to daily fulfill two producti- 
on quotas within one month (April 9 — May 
9, 1985) and transfer the earnings for one 
quota to the Peace Fund. 

“Watch of memory — Watch of peace’ is 
not only the homage to those who perished 
in last war defending their Homeland. It also 
greatly helps to inculcate in Soviet people 
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the hatred to war, vividly demonstrates the 
faithfulness of different generations to the 
ideals of struggle for peace and socialism. 
The working class put forward another in- 
teresting initiative which has become a promi- 
nent event in the activities of the Ukrainian 
champions of peace. This was late in 1982 
when the former frontline soldiers living in 
the Mclovoye settlement (Voroshilovgrad Re- 
gion) addressed the editorial staff of news- 
paper “Radyanska Ukraina.”’ Here is what 
they wrote: “We live in the east of the Re- 
public where in December 1942 the liberation 
of Ukraine from fascist invaders was com- 
menced... The soldiers presenting many a na- 
tionality of our Homeland shed their blood on 
the threshold of Ukrainian soil. Their unfor- 
gettable feat of arms has been perpetuated by 
memorial ‘Ukraine to its liberators’ having 
the carved names of over 1000 Russians, Uk- 
rainians, Byelorussians, Uzbeks, Georgians, 
Kirghizs, Tatars, Maris. Now, some 1000 ve- 
terans of the last war live in Melovoye. We’ve 
been lucky. We live, we work. But we feel in- 
debted to all the perished for peace on our 
planet and strive to enhance the glory of our 
country under peaceful conditions. Today, the 
main thing for us is the peaceful labor on 
realizing the peaceful plans of the Party and 
Soviet people... To unite the efforts of all the 
Republic’s regions and define the everybody’s 
contribution in honor of the 40th Anniversa- 
ry of liberating Ukraine, we propose to con- 
duct Relay ‘The roads of glory’ which would 
go from region to region, from the east to 
the west borders of the Republic. And let eve- 
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ry region put into the Book of combat and 
labor glory its own story pertaining to those 
big changes which took place in the time oi 
peace, the names of the most active peace 
champions who are on the watch of peace.” 

According to this proposal, the Ukrainian 
Republican Peace Committee and the “Ra- 
dyanska Ukraina” editorial staff instituted 
the Relay and the Book of combat and labor 
glory. They were delivered to each region 
and handed over to the best collectives which 
had taken on the perished heroes. The first 
to be favored with such an honor were the 
workers of Streletsky stud farm (Melovoye 
District, Voroshilovgrad Region). The farm, 
established as far back as the beginning of 
this century, raises the thoroughbred racers. 
During the German-fascist occupation, the 
workers managed to evacuate the herd to the 
east, preserve it, and today the farm is fa- 
mous near and far. 

In Kharkov, the Relay’s streamer was ta- 
ken by the local Tractor Works, in Kiev — by 
the Automatic Machine Tools Plant named 
after M. Gorky, in Sumy — by Machine-Bu- 
ilding Amalgamation named after M. Frunze, 
in Donetsk — by the 6th section of the Kali- 
nin mine attached to the ‘“Donetskugol’’ in- 
dustrial amalgamation, in Chernigov — by 
the staff of “Khimvolokno” industrial group, 
in Zaporozhie — by the “Preobrazovatel” in- 
dustrial amalgamation. The Odessa dockers 
handed the Relay’s streamer over to the wor- 
kers of Ternopol Cotton Works named after 
the 60th Anniversary of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution. Spinner Elena Magdich 
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said the following at the antiwar rally on the 
occasion of taking the Relay’s streamer: ‘“‘Ha- 
ving discussed the matter in our team, we’ve 
decided to take the Watch of peace to pro- 
perly meet the 40th Anniversary of Victory 
over fascism. We propose to take on the pe- 
rished Heroes of the Soviet Union Anatoly 
Zhilov, Ivan Bugaichuk, Nikolai Karpenko, 
Grigory Tantsorov and Oleg Koshevoy as 
Honorary members of our team and to trans- 
fer their salary to the Soviet Peace Fund.” 
The proposal was carried unanimously and 
these heroes are still the Honorary members 
of the workers’ team. 

The Relay ended its way on October 28, 
1984 in the Uzhgorod plant ‘““Turbogas,” and 
everywhere it aroused a great labor and mo- 
ral enthusiasm. Mass meetings at which the 
WW II veterans, their sons, daughters and 
grandchildren took the floor became a strik- 
ing demonstration of the support being given 
by the working people to peaceful foreign po- 
licy of the CPSU and the Soviet Govern- 
ment. 

Plenty of workers take an active part in 
the movement for peace. Kuzma Severinov, 
an advanced miner, leader of the team named 
after Georgy Dimitrov of the ‘““Krasnoarmeysk- 
ugol” amalgamation (Donetsk Region) has 
been working in the Donbas for over 30 years. 
He is Russian and came to Ukraine after the 
Second World War when still quite a young 
fellow. Severinov scored great labor succes- 
ses and was awarded the title of Hero of So- 
cialist Labor. At present, representatives of 
almost 30 nationalities of the USSR work in 
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his team. He is the head of the Donbas 
branch of the Soviet Peace Fund, one of the 
most active in this country, for 15 years. 

Ivan Bushma, team leader of the Kiev hou- 
se-building integrated works No. 1, Hero of 
Socialist Labor, has been heading the Kiev 
Peace Committee since 1978, he is also de- 
puty chairman of the Ukrainian Republican 
Peace Committee. 

Grinder Vladimir Sikorenko lives in anci- 
ent town of Kamenets-Podolsk (Khmelnitsky 
Region) and works at the “Electropribor”’ 
plant. In 1983, his labor achievements were 
marked by the USSR State prize. Having 
gotten to know about this, the workers decided 
to organize a meeting since this event was 
quite significant not only for the plant’s per- 
sonnel but for the entire town as well. Vladi- 
mir smiled listening to the friends who were 
praising him, but when given the floor he 
said the following: ‘Many thanks to everybody 
who skilfully works side by side with me 
and rejoices over my success. I want to work 
in the same way for many years to come. 
I wish there would be no wars, no orphans, 
I want people glorify the man of labor and 
not the expert to kill. You know that for many 
years I’m a member of the plant’s commissi- 
on on assisting the Soviet Peace Fund, and 
today, to confirm my and our peaceful aspira- 
tion I give the prize to the Soviet Peace 
Fund.” 

Here is the excerpt from the letter written 
by workers of a shop in the Krivoy Rog ore- 
dressing mill: “The work is easy and brings 
happiness if there exist concord and friend- 
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ship between people. We, workers, not only 
fee! but strive to this and completely support 
the joreign policy of our government. There 
are not many of us in the shop so we are not 
capable to do something big for strengthen- 
ing peace. However, showing our concern for 
this great cause, we've collected some money 
and transferred it to the Peace Fund. Con- 
sider this money and our demand to augment 
the efforts in the struggle for peace as our 
participation in the worldwide movement for 
peace.” 

Moscovite Vladimir Ignaticv liberated Ter- 
nopol from German-fascist invaders in 1943. 
Now, he is a tower crane operator. Each year, 
during the holiday, Ignatiev comes to Ter- 
nopol, works there at construction sites, and 
transfers his earnings to the Peace Fund. 

The Ukrainian Peace Committee, editorial 
staffs of newspapers and journals, radio and 
television receive hundreds of telegrams tes- 
tifying to the strong aspiration of the Repub- 
lic’s working people, as of the country as a 
whole, for peace. Below are some of them: 

“The staff of motor transport enterprise 
No. 03664 in Dnepropetrovsk has held anti- 
war meeting. Decision has been made to work 
one day for the Peace Fund. All transporta- 
tion means will be decorated with our slo- 
gans to struggle for peace.” 

“We denounce imperialism and want to ex- 
press our support to Soviet peaceful policy 
by shock labor and money contribution to the 
Soviet Peace Fund. The staff of Simferopol 
industrial amalgamation “Foton.” 

Similar telegrams were received from wor- 
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kers of the Kerch plant ‘“Zatoka,’’ Odessa sea 
port, Kremenchug motor manufacturing 
works, Kiev automatic machine tools work 
named after M. Gorky, Lvov industrial amal- 
gamation “Electron,” Zaporozhie steel works 
“Zaporozhstal,” Kirovograd plant “Krasnaya 
Zvezda,” Chernigov radioinstruments facto- 
ry, Kherson ship-building yard, Vinnitsa me- 
at-packing factory, workers from the ‘“Osmo- 
loda” lumber mill in Ivano-Frankovsk Region, 
and from thousands of other work collectives. 
On the eve of celebrating the 40th Anniver- 
sary of Victory over fascist Germany, Anato- 
ly Polishchuk, a miner from Donetsk, addres- 
sed the public of Ukraine with the appeal: 
‘We, Soviet people, work for the sake of 
peace, happiness, for the sake of our Home- 
land. Our movement for peace will never be 
completely understood by those who don’t 
wish to notice deep scars left in our country 
by the war against fascism. The problem of 
war is the most vital for us of them all. My 
family blessed the Victory in 1945, the long- 
awaited peace, we were so happy having re- 
ceived on May 9 that year the father’s letter 
from the front. But on May 15 that same year 
we received still another letter and got to 
know that father was killed and didn’t live 
to see the Victory, that his letter outlived him 
forever. There are a lot of such families in 
our country. I can sav with confidence that 
today every resident of the Donbas is an ac- 
tive participant in the struggle for peace. So 
let us struggle for the Victory of peace and 
blue sky for everyone! Let us make a pon- 
derable contribution to the defense of peace!” 
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FARMERS STRUGGLE 
FOR PEACE 


The number of collective farmers in 
the ranks of peace champions in Ukraine 
keeps growing, they take an active part in 
the antiwar movement. In many a farm, the 
first day of spring field work starts with the 
antiwar rally being conducted under the slo- 
gan: “The first furrow — to peace!” The ear- 
nings for this very day are usually transfer- 
red to the Soviet Peace Fund. Harvest time 
commences as a rule in the same manner: 
‘The first sheaf of wheat — to peace!”’. 

There is a small village of Varvarovka in 
Dolina District, Kirovograd Region. In 1943, 
in the course of fierce battle against the Na- 
zis for liberation of Ukraine, combat opera- 
tions lasted here for almost 6 months. The 
land in this areas was so densely studded 
with splinters and shells that it was impos- 
sible to not only cultivate it but even walk on 
it. The land was called “wild” or “dead” 
field. It was only in 1975 when a plow share 
loosened the field’s surface and the wheat ca- 
me up there. Shortly before the spring field 
works start, the residents of the entire Dolina 
district come to four common graves located 
at the “dead” field edge to honor the memory 
of the perished and take a solemn oath of 
faithfulness to the cause of peace. 

In 1983, marking the 40th Anniversary of 
liberation from German fascists, local inha- 
bitants decided to make March 9 and 10 the 
days of shock labor in the name of peace, 
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they have also collected and transferred 28 
thousand rubles to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

There is the ‘“Zavet Ilyicha” collective farm 
in Gadiach District, Poltava Region. In Au- 
gust 1943, Soviet tankman Sergey Vasiuta 
was killed in these parts in the fierce battle 
against the Hitlerites. For the displayed cou- 
rage, he was posthumously awarded the title 
Hero of the Soviet Union. Today, the collec- 
tive farmers call a part of land where the 
tankman perished ‘‘the heroic field” and as- 
sign their best representatives to work on it. 
In 1985, the field was cultivated by the team 
headed by Vladimir Ternovoy, an activist of 
the Ukraine’s peace champions movement. 

Vladimir Vilchinsky, Hero of Socialist La- 
bor, chairman of collective farm ‘‘Druzhba” 
(Khmelnitsky District, Vinnitsa Region) said 
the following at the plenary meeting of the 
Soviet Peace Committee: “I am a farmer. We 
love our native land and never want to see 
it lacerated by bombs and shells. The peace- 
loving public, raising and uniting the peoples 
for the defense of peace round the world, is 
called the vigilant eye of humankind, its re- 
al time-tested conscience. Yes, we live think- 
ing of peace and working for it...” 

Similar to industrial workers, the farmers 
take on the staff of their teams as the Hono- 
rary members those who perished in the Gre- 
at Patriotic War and transfer their earnings 
to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

“We'll work for ourselves and for the fel- 
low villagers who didn’t come back home 
from the war,” decided members of the col- 
lective farm named after Suvorov (Novose- 
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litsky District, Chernovtsy Region), and their 
example was followed by other collective 
farms of the district. 

The words spoken at the Republican con- 
ference of peace champions by Anna Sivolap, 
milkmaid of the state farm attached to the 
Globinsky (Poltava Region) sugar mill, He- 
ro of Socialist Labor, Deputy of the USSR’s 
Supreme Soviet, will help to better under- 
stand the real peace-loving spirit of Soviet 
agricultural workers, the causes making them 
to actively participate in the struggle for 
peace: 

“I was born in the first postwar year. It 
was hungry and cold in the widows’ houses 
in our parts. The war had left terrible traces. 
When still the kids, I and my two sisters had 
to help our mother and other adults in their 
hard work. However, we were not afraid of 
it and kept telling that we’d overcome all 
difficulties if only there wouldn’t be another 
war. 

“Now, I’ve gotten five children myself. 
Once, in springtime mv family was working 
in the kitchen garden. It was so nice seeing 
the garden in bloom, listening to the humm- 
ing bees, watching the vapor coming from 
soil, and the cows at the nearby farm enjoying 
the hot sun. Everybody felt gay and happv, 
but all of a sudden my youngster son asked: 
“*’Mommy, will the war really hanpen?’ 

‘**°No, sonny,’ J] answered but felt as if some- 
body seized my heart by icy hands. It couldn’t 
be so, I thought, that one day all this 
beauty would be annihilated — the bee flight, 
gardens in bloom, the fragrance of breathing 
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soil. Can it happen so that only shadows of 
our children, husbands, mothers will be left 
on the Earth? 

‘Such thoughts both frightened and got me 
furious, and I felt the hatred towards the 
nuclear maniacs, not even the maniacs but 
the criminals. And now, at the conference, 
I speak on behalf of all my fellow villagers... 

‘The workers of our state farm were often 
on ‘Watch of peace,’ collected money for the 
Peace Fund. This year, the workers of our 
district transferred 47 thousand rubles to the 
Fund. On the occasion of the 40th Anniversa- 
ry of Victory over fascist Germany, the youth 
collective of our farm undertook to exceed all 
plan targets. 

“Recently, I and my husband Yakov, who 
works at our farm as a team leader, defended 
our diplomas at the correspondence zooen- 
gineering department of the Poltava agricul- 
tural institute. Our son Victor followed the 
parents’ example, he is a freshman of the 
zooengineering department, the daughter 
Victoria is a sophomore at the department of 
agronomy. 

‘We want so much to see them happy, and 
they will be happy provided the new war is 
never unleashed. Our Communist Partv. So- 
viet Government make everything possible to 
avert the threat of nuclear holocaust, and 
hi give our unanimous support to this po- 
icy. 

“40 vears of peace have provided myself 
and millions of Soviet women with the happi- 
ness of love, maternity, the work we like. | 
want mv voice be heard everywhere: we, So- 
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viet people, do not want war, we demand 
peace for us, for our children, for all peoples 
throughout the world. 

“IT also want to tell the following to the 
working people in the West being intimidated 
by fabricated ‘Soviet threat’: come to our 
country and be our guests. Come to breathe 
the fragrance of our fields, to taste the honey 
from our apiaries, the Ukrainian home-coo- 
ked sausage, our pies and famous galushkas 
’Poltava style.’ We'll sit together at the table, 
speak about our children, and I am quite sure 
that you’ll see for yourself that our future has 
nothing to do with ‘cruise’ missiles, ‘per- 
shings,’ ‘green berets’ or multibillion invest- 
ments channeled to the arms manufacture. 
We'll be talking about peace, the dearest 
thing of them all, since the thoughts and ho- 
pes of peoples are always focused at defend- 
ing the happiness of our children, justice and 
peace on the globe.” 


WORKERS OF CULTURE 
IN THE RANKS OF PEACE 
CHAMPIONS 


Culture is one of the most impressive 
aspects characterizing the life of any people. 
Each of the peoples, be it big or small, has 
accumulated a tremendous spiritual wealth 
belonging to the entire human culture. Cul- 
tural masterpieces of the past were created 
at the expense of huge physical and material 
efforts thanks to the genius of human mind. 
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Everybody, admiring the beauty of art, using 
the achievements of scientific and technolo- 
gical thought, can’t help understanding that 
the heights of modern civilization are the em- 
bodiment of man’s genius, the fruit of his 
peaceful labor. 

Unfortunately, quite a few cultural master- 
pieces were completely destroyed by wars, 
and nobody is ever going to admire or be 
proud of them. The war fire burnt and de- 
stroyed cities, libraries and museums, de- 
voured the lives of prominent architects, ar- 
tists, writers, musicians... 

Humanism of the cultural worker’s profes- 
sion preconditions his special responsibility 
for preservation of peace. Nobody can deny 
that books, songs or paintings can become 
the warning of the forthcoming danger, be a 
means for relieving the people’s grief or ser- 
ve for stirring up the mutual hatred and dis- 
cord. 

Men of science and culture have been tak- 
ing a leading place in antiwar movement 
over the entire period of its postwar develop- 
ment. They participated in establishment of 
the World Peace Council, favored the growth 
of its authority and successfully continue 
this work nowadays. Intellectuals made a 
ponderable contribution to creation of the So- 
viet Peace Committee as well. 

Among the founders of the Ukrainian mo- 
vernent of peace champions were authors 
Pavlo Tichina, Maxim Rilsky, Alexander 
Korneichuk, Vanda Vasilevskaya, Andrey Ma- 
lishko, sculptor Galina Kalchenko, painters 
Vasily Kasiyan and Tatyana Yablonskava. 
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Since 1975, the Ukrainian Peace Commit- 
tee has been headed by Oles Gonchar, Laure- 
ate of Lenin and State Prizes of the USSR, 
Hero of Socialist Labor, Academician of the 
Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences, Deputy 
of the USSR’s Supreme Soviet, whose works 
have been published in almost 100 langu- 
ages. 

Being a member of the World Peace Coun- 
cil, Oles Gonchar spoke in defense of peace 
in Paris at the UNESCO conference, during 
the 250 thousand strong antiwar peace rally 
in Kiev, at the Communist Party congresses, 
in radio and TV broadcasts. 

Deputy Chairman of the Ukrainian Repub- 
lican Peace Committee Vitaly Korotich of- 
ten takes the floor at numerous forums of 
peace champions. In 1984, he was elected Vi- 
ce-President of the International antiwar or- 
ganization of cultural workers “PAND” (pe- 
ople of arts for nuclear disarmament). 

The speeches of poet Boris Oleinik, deli- 
vered by him at antiwar rallies, feature mo- 
ving sincerity. His thoughts are generated 
from the child’s memory depth, that is why 
his poetry and antiwar speeches are so acute, 
interesting and attractive. 

“I barely remember my father,” said Boris 
Oleinik at one of the forums held by the So- 
viet peace champions. ‘Same as many others 
he didn’t come back home from the war but | 
often see him in my dreams. Once I got terri- 
fied at the thought that I’m older than 
my father! Just think of it— the son is ol- 
der than the father!.. This is repercussion of 
the war.” 
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Over the entire history of its existence, the 
organized antiwar movement in Ukraine has 
always considered the cultural workers’ invol- 
verent in the struggle for peace as a key 
issue. 

For instance, in 1975, Presidium of the 
Ukrainian Peace Committee together with the 
Board of the Ministry of Culture of the Uk- 
rainian SSR and the Republican Trade Union 
of Cultural Workers adopted resolution ‘On 
participation of theaters, concert organiza- 
tions, artistic societies and individual cultu- 
ral workers in peace movement and replenish- 
ment of the Soviet Peace Fund.” This docu- 
ment undoubtedly favored the process of crea- 
tive intelligentsia’s involvement into activities 
of the local peace champions. 

Writers of Soviet Ukraine maintain a con- 
stant and great interest in the topic of the 
struggle for peace. They keep finding the ori- 
ginal means to more expressively show the 
image of Soviet citizen—the indefatigable 
fighter for peace, to comprehensively elucida- 
te the consistent and hard struggle conduc- 
ted by the CPSU and Soviet Government for 
the sake of strengthening peace and preven- 
tion of nuclear catastrophe. 

Highly humane are the literary heroes of 
Oles Gonchar, they are real fighters for pea- 
ce and justice in all his books starting from 
famous ‘Standard — bearers” and ending 
with “Your dawn,” the last published book by 
the writer. Quite popular became the political 
novel ‘Face of the hatred” by Vitaly Korotich 
and the scries of poems “American diary” by 
Ivan Drach. 
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Writer Ivan Gaidaienko and poet Stanislav 
Strizheniuk from Odessa, writers Laslo Bal- 
lo from Transcarpathia, Anatoly Dombrovsky 
(the Crimea), Ivan Svarnik (Lvov), Yuri Zba- 
natsky, Alexander Pidsukha from Kiev, and 
many others dedicate their creative work to 
the struggle for peace. 

Poet Nikolai Ribalko lives in the Donbas. 
When still a young fellow, he went to the 
front and factually all along the entire war 
he fought as a front-line soldier. While con- 
tributing to bringing the Victory nearer, he 
never stopped dreaming of making the poem 
about the grief of war, about love and happi- 
ness of life. In one of the engagements short- 
ly before the war end, an enemy shell hit his 
gun’s carriage and the young officer went 
blind. However, he didn’t surrender, his Ho- 
meland and people, which he defended and li- 
berated, helped Ribalko believe in himself and 
get education. Today, the poet is again in 
front ranks of those fighting the most impor- 
tant battle of them all — the battle for peace. 
Several anthologies of Ribalko’s poems have 
been published. Featuring the high artistic le- 
vel they faithfully and convincingly serve the 
cause of peace. 

In 1975, on the eve of celebrating the Vic- 
tory’s 30th Anniversary, Nikolai Ribalko made 
the poem about peace, and soon after this, fa- 
mous Ukrainian composer Alexander Bilash 
composed the music for it. The new song was 
performed by People’s Artist of the USSR 
Nikolai Kondratiuk at the festival concert. All 
the three coauthors — Nikolai Ribalko, Ale- 
xander Bilash and Nikolai Kondratiuk — are 
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tnembers of the Ukrainian Republican Peace 
Committee. 

In contrast to Nikolai Ribalko, poet Vladi- 
mir Bogachuk from Lutsk is a young man, 
he didn’t take part in the war but a great 
deal of his work is also dedicated to it. On 
the eve of the 40th Anniversary of Victory 
over fascist Germany he sent the letter to 
the Ukrainian Republican Peace Committee 
reading the following: 

‘We live in complicated and troubled time. 
A single imprudent action may result in tur- 
ning our Planet into common grave for the 
whole mankind. The peoples of all continents 
tell: we won't allow this tragedy happen! 
Among their voices that of our country is the 
strongest one since at the cost of 20 million 
lives of its sons and daughters in the strug- 
gle against fascism, our Homeland made a 
verdict to war and established peace. 

“In 1984, the Lvov Publishing House ‘Ka- 
menyar’ published my poem ‘The land’s moa- 
ning’ designed by artist Leonid Khvedchuk. 
This poem tells about tragedy of the village 
of Kortelisy, it is the pain of memory, of pe- 
ople’s grief. I want to believe that the novel 
will become a modest contribution to the cau- 
se of peace. We, the authors, transfer our fees 
(3600 rubles) for the sake of strengthening 
the dearest thing on the Earth — peace!” 

Quite a few years the writers of Odessa 
Region have been coming to the districts whe- 
re they hold the meetings called “Literature in 
the struggle for peace.” They are joined by 
popular singers, actors, activists of antiwar 
movement, WWII veterans. 
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The Week ‘Books in the struggle for pea- 
ce,” conducted since 1969, enjoys a great po- 
pularity in the Donbas. Local Peace Commi- 
ttee has been holding the Week together with 
the Donetsk writers’ association and the so- 
ciety of book-lovers. The Week is attended by 
writers and poets from Kiev, Leningrad, Mos- 
cow, the capitals of Union Republics. They 
meet with miners and rolling mill workers, 
chemists and farmers, school and college stu- 
dents, intellectuals. 

In 1984, the Week took place in the Donbas 
in May 14—20. Writers and poets met with 
workers of the Enakievo metallurgical plant 
and the Torez bakery, students of local tech- 
nical, vocational and secondary schools in 
public libraries and clubs. Exhibitions of 
books and selling the books written by the 
authors participating in this Weck and by the 
Peace Committee members were organized at 
the places where the Week’s program was be- 
ing held. 

The theme of struggle for peace is also wi- 
dely used in the fine and decorative-applied 
arts. Thematic exhibitions in these fields are 
held annually not only on Republican level but 
on Regional one as well. 

Commencing from the year 1975, the Uk- 
rainian Peace Committee, Ukrainian Pain- 
ters’ Union and Politvidav Ukraini Publi- 
shers has been annually holding the contest 
of the best poster calling for the struggle 
for peace. The winners, children’s drawings 
included, were issued as individual collection 
in 1986. 

Magnificent portraits of the antiwar mo- 
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vement activists in Ukraine are being created 
by Mikhail Belsky, People’s Artist of the Uk- 
rainian SSR, WWII veteran. For many years, 
he has been not only painting splendid can- 
vases but also ardently agitating for peace. 
At numerous conferences, artists’ congresses, 
the forums of peace champions the painter 
calls upon his colleages to serve the cause of 
peace. In 1982, on Belsky’s proposition, the 
painters participating in the exhibition dedi- 
cated to the 1500th Anniversary of the Kiev’s 
Foundation, transferred 20 percent of the sold 
canvases’ cost to the Soviet Peace Fund. The 
same was done by young painters who took 
part in the exhibition organized on the occa- 
sion of the 40th Anniversary of Victory in the 
Great Patriotic War. 

On the eve of celebrating this holiday, 
authors of the biggest in Ukraine memorial 
complex “State Museum of History of the 
Great Patriotic War 1941—1945” built in Ki- 
ev were awarded the Lenin Prize. Architect 
Victor Yelizarov, sculptors Vasily Boroday 
and Fridrikh Sagoyan gave the money of this 
Prize to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

In 1984, creative achievements of People’s 
Artists of Ukraine Victor Shatalin and Ma- 
kar Vronsky were marked by the Taras Shev- 
chenko State Prize of the Ukrainian SSR. 
They also transferred the money to the So- 
viet Peace Fund. 

A lot of splendid monuments have been 
erected on Ukrainian soil by sculptor Valen- 
tin Znoba, People’s Artist of Ukraine. Quite 
a few of them are devoted to the glorious figh- 
ters of the past for the people’s happiness, 
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heroes of the first years of the Soviet power. 
In Transcarpathia, the country’s farthest we- 
stern corner liberated from German invaders 
in 1944, he has created the majestic monu- 
ment to the Soviet soldier holding the ban- 
ner in his hands. 

During celebration of the 40th Anniversa- 
ry of Victory, residents of Kiev and its Re- 
gion took part in solemn ceremony of opening 
the memorial complex in the area of Bukrin 
bridgehead (southward of Kiev). Here, in 
1943, the main combat operations on libera- 
ting Kiev from Hitlerite troops were taking 
place. V. Znoba, author of the memorial com- 
plex design, told that earth-moving jobs were 
considerably complicated by a great number 
of shells’ and mines’ splinters, that is, about 
one hundred of them were picked up from 
each square meter. 

In memory of heroic feat of arms perfor- 
med by the Soviet Army men on Bukrin brid- 
gehead, the Kiev sailing yachting athletes 
held the Peace regatta Kiev — Bukrin. 
The first prize to the winner was han- 
ded in by the sculptor who had himself 
made that symbol so dear for the sports- 
men. 

In 1984, Valentin Znoba, Deputy of the Sup- 
reme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR, Chairman 
of the Kiev Branch of Artists’ Union of Uk- 
raine, transferred 2 thousand rubles to the 
Soviet Peace Fund. 

They love music in Ukraine, especially folk 
one. One can’t help admiring the enchanting 
sounds of kobza, an ancient Ukrainian folk 
instrument, but when being handled by tender 
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hands of women it gets particularly char- 
ming. 

Several dozens of concerts to the Soviet 
Peace Fund were given by the Kiev trio of 
bandura players Maya Golenko, Tamara 
Gritsenko and Nina Pisarenko. Songs about 
peace constitute the main part of repertoire 
of such popular variety singers as Sofiya 
Rotaru and Yuri Bogatikov. 

The same is true relating to the repertoire 
of singer Nikolai Kondratiuk, People’s Artist 
of the USSR, Deputy Chairman of the Kiev 
Peace Committee. He sang his songs about 
the Homeland and peace not only in this co- 
untry but also in Bulgaria, Greece, Canada, 
Spain, Australia, in the countries of Latin 
America. Kondratiuk is not only a singer but 
also an ardent propagandist of peace and hu- 
manism. 

The Greek peace champions frequently re- 
call their rally in Salonika which was atten- 
ded by delegation of the Soviet Peace Com- 
mittee whose member was Ukrainian singer 
Dmitry Gnatiuk. When given the floor, he 
started to speak but being excited by every- 
thing around him Gnatiuk suddenly interrup- 
ted his speech and commenced singing the 
Greek antifascist song. The entire stadium 
stood up and was singing together with him. 

He also visited the USA and Canada as a 
member of Soviet antiwar delegation, and pe- 
ople there know Gnatiuk as ardent and tire- 
less champion of peace. 

And what about his native Kiev? Here is an 
example. On April 24, 1982 newspaper ‘‘Ve- 
cherny Kiev” (Kiev at night) published the 
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following announcement: ‘Today, Dmitry 
Gnatiuk is giving the solo concert at the local 
academic theater of opera and ballet named 
after T. G. Shevchenko. The singer’s creative 
work is a bright page in the history of Uk- 
rainian opera art. Widely known are also his 
efforts on spreading the ideas of peace and 
friendship betwecn peoples.” 

And that is what Dmitry Gnatiuk said him- 
self: “In each country I’ve ever visited, con- 
versation always started from discussing the 
problems of preserving peace since this is the 
dearest thing obtained by mankind. Fly my 
song, a manifestation of peace on the Earth 
and happiness in every home. I transfer the 
box-office takings from this concert to the So- 
viet Peace Fund.” 

Thousands of foreign guests coming to Uk- 
raine, have the opportunity to visit splendid 
performances of the Cherkassy Folk Choir, 
State Academic Ukrainian Folk Choir named 
after Veriovka, “Tripolye” Folk Dancing En- 
semble, and many others. 

Vocal-instrumental ensembles “Kobza”, 
‘“Vatra,” “Medobori,” children’s choir “Ogo- 
nek” of the Kiev Central Palace of Young 
Pioneers and Schoolchildren perform in the- 
matic antiwar concert programs. 

The following was said in the letter addres- 
sed to the Ukrainian Republican Peace Com- 
mittee by the State Academic Capella ‘“Dum- 
ka” which in 1985 was awarded the State 
Prize of the Ukrainian SSR: “We have come 
to unanimous conclusion to transfer the mo- 
ney from the Prize to the Soviet Peace Fund. 
Let this modest contribution symbolize our 
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ardent support to the course of peace and 
creation proclaimed by the Communist Party. 
The world of song our capella lives in for al- 
most 70 years has always been the embodi- 
ment of peace and friendship. We want the 
peoples of the Earth hear songs and not the 
roaring missiles.” 

In February 1982, the folk students’ ensem- 
ble “Echo” was solemnly awarded the Prize 
of the Kiev City Committee of the Yo- 
ung Communist League at the Kiev Institute 
of National Economy. Three times within the 
latest years, this collective became a laureate 
of the International festival of students’ folk 
ensembles. Its repertoire includes quite a few 
antiwar items. Members of this ensemble 
often gave the performances to the Soviet 
Peace Fund, and they transferred to it the 
said Prize as well. 

Schoolchildren of Kiev and the Georgian 
SSR have been holding in Kiev the festivals 
of peace and friendship for a number of years. 
In 1984, they gave concerts in tourist comp- 
lex “Mir,” youth club “Eleon,” interclub, 
houses of culture and discotheques of the Uk- 
raine’s capital. All takings from the concerts 
were transferred by them to the Sovict Peace 
Fund. 

Representatives of theatrical art play an 
important role in the mass antiwar move- 
ment. Brilliant play dedicated to the memory 
of actors of the Crimean Russian Drama Thea- 
ter perished during the Great Patriotic War, 
was prepared by the theater’s staff on the 
occasion of the 30th Anniversary of Ukraine’s 
liberation from the Nazi invaders. 
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Theaters of Odessa, Kharkov, the Crimea 
traditionally organize Ten-day Theatrical Art 
Festivals under antiwar slogans. 

The name of Nataliya Uzhviy is well known 
in Ukraine and far beyond it. It was already 
at the first conference of the Ukraine’s peace 
champions in 1951, when she was elected to 
the Ukrainian Peace Committee and since 
that time she was its permanent member. 
When playing her parts or meeting with 
theatergoers she kept telling about the great 
importance of art in the struggle for peace, 
its role in people’s better understanding each 
other, making them morally purer, more res- 
ponsible and honest. 

At one of the Republic’s peace champions’ 
forums, theater and movie star Ada Rogovtse- 
va said the following: “I’m an actress and 
speak from the stage about the justice and 
peace on the Earth, about good and evil. 
I want to add my voice to those struggling 
for peace for I’m so greatful to them for their 
tireless efforts. 

“I’m mother, we raise two children in our 
family — a boy and a girl. I make an appeal 
to all mothers living on the Earth: let’s make 
everything for our kids to be happy and see 
only the peaceful sky. We should protect them 
from everything evil and teach them to value 
peace and struggle for it. 

Art is a marvellous creation of human ge- 
nius. It doesn’t need interpreters or media- 
tors since art itself is quite capable to express 
its own essence and aims. Art consists of the 
most intricate invisible phenomena and 
things — words, sounds, colors — but what a 
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powerful force it possesses! Being quite awa- 
re of this, the Republic’s people of art make 
their ponderable contribution to the antiwar 
movement, instilling into the peace champi- 
ons an optimism and an unbreakable confi- 
dence in the final victory of peace-loving for- 
ces. 


SCIENTISTS 
AND THE PROBLEMS 
OF PRESERVING PEACE 


At the beginning of the 1920s, famous 
Soviet scientist, Academician V. Vernadsky 
wrote the following concerning the research 
being conducted in the field of nuclear decay: 
“The time is coming when man will be capab- 
le to handle the energy of atom thus provi- 
ding himself with the opportunity to change 
the life in whatever way he would wish. This 
may happen in the nearest future or in a hund- 
red years. Will man be wise enough to chan- 
nel this force to the good and not to self-de- 
struction? Is he mature enough to properly 
use the force which science will inevitably 
provide him with? Scientists shall not stay 
indifferent to the possible results of their re- 
search, they must feel responsible for its con- 
sequences and orient their efforts to organize 
the people’s life in a better way.” 

This thought was stated over 60 years ago, 
but it has never lost its topicality and politi- 
cal maturity. Right after the Second World 
War the alarm was sounded by the world-fa- 
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mous scientists as a result of death of hund- 
reds of thousands of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
residents caused by atomic bombardment. 

Today, assessing the events of the first 
postwar years, one may note that in that pe- 
riod Western countries maximally mobilized 
their scientific and economic potential in or- 
der to achieve military superiority. 

Nowadays, humankind suffers from the con- 
sequences of arms race. Aggressive aspira- 
tions of imperialism, an ever growing rate of 
arms race, the real probability of its sprea- 
ding to new spheres and getting out of cont- 
rol sharply increase the risk of nuclear holo- 
caust. 

In recent past, when estimating the conse- 
quences of the probable nuclear war, a lot 
of specialists warned about the death of hund- 
reds of millions of people and huge material 
damage. However, today, such evaluations ha- 
ve been considerably reappraised. 

Scientists maintain that nuclear war would 
lead to global ecological catastrophe and anni- 
hilation of human civilization. It goes without 
saying that nuclear war is the war against 
environment. As far as the Soviet scientists’ 
estimates are concerned, the exchange of nuc- 
lear strikes would result in huge fires and 
high smoke content in atmosphere thus limi- 
ting the sun radiation and leading to “nuc- 
lear winter” and “nuclear night.” Poisonous 
fumes, cold and darkness would envelop the 
planet and produce the harmful effect on all 
living organisms. This opinion is supported 
by foreign scientists as well. 

Paul Krutsen, famous chemist from the 
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FRG, asserts that should the nuclear conflict 
occur, black clouds having the density of se- 
veral kilometers will be formed in atmosphe- 
re. They will cover the Sun and the Earth 
will be enveloped in darkness. This will re- 
sult in nuclear icing up, freezing of all rivers 
and water reservoires, the death of animals 
and plants. 

He also calculated that even in case of em- 
ploying only a quarter of available nuclear 
stock, the Earth would be enveloped in fires 
lasting for several weeks or probably months. 
Thousands of cities would turn into cemete- 
ries covered with ash. 

Representatives of science keep warning 
about the danger threatening mankind. This 
danger is quite real since the US military 
doctrine is based on the concept of delivering 
the first strike, while the dominating feature 
of the US foreign policy is the idea of “cru- 
sade” against communism, the USSR in the 
first place. 

When trying to theoretically substantiate 
the policy of anti-Sovietism, the bourgeois 
propaganda unfoundedly puts some ‘“‘destabi- 
lizing intentions” down to the Soviet Union. 
However, numerous facts testify that it is the 
USA which makes attempts to change the 
existing parity in its favor striving to turn 
Europe into the missile launching ground 
and nursing the idea of waging the nuclear 
war far from its own borders. The US admi- 
nistration follows this line also in other re- 
gions considered by it as the sources of cheap 
raw materials, labor force and the bridge- 
heads of aggression (in contrast to the USSR 
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possessing big power and mineral resources, 
the USA receives from abroad 34—40 percent 
of the mineral and some 50 percent of power 
materials). 

Monopolies and industrial-military complex 
are ready to commit any crimes to preserve 
their position in the society and the profits 
received from the orders for developing and 
manufacturing the newest kinds of expensive 
weapons. To ensure the propagandistic sup- 
port of their actions, these rulers of capitalist 
world’s destinies keep a broad network of 
ideological and information centers. 

For a long time, representatives of natural 
and social sciences have been sounding the 
alarm warning about not only the dangerous 
consequences of nuclear war but also the ba- 
neful moral effect being produced by the arms 
race, propaganda of violence and discord 
among peoples. The society, advertising vio- 
lence and bringing up its members in such 
a spirit, will inevitably fall victim to this vio- 
lence itself. 

As far back as the mid-1950s when the “cold 
war” was in full swing, Frederic Joliot-Curie, 
Bertrand Russel, Albert Einstein prepared the 
declaration signed by 9235 scientists from all 
over the world to the UN Secretary General 
in which they called for favoring the creation 
of guaranteed conditions for peace and anni- 
hilation of nuclear armaments. 

Representatives of Soviet scientists have al- 
ways been in the front ranks of the scientists 
firmly and consistently supporting the cause 
of peace. The Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR has established public organization 
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“Scientists in the struggle for peace” which 
has been doing much to get the broad public 
familiar with the danger of arms race and 
mobilize all available forces to preserve pe- 
ace. 

Scientists of Soviet Ukraine take an active 
part in antiwar movement. Boris Paton, Pre- 
sident of the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sci- 
ences, is a member of the Soviet Peace Com- 
mittee. Vice President of the Ukrainian SSR 
Academy of Sciences Victor Trefilov takes an 
active part in actions of the Ukraine’s peace 
champions, he has done much being the chair- 
man of the Peace Fund branch in one of the 
Kiev’s districts. 

Well known in the Republic is Konstantin 
Sitnik, also Vice President of the Ukrainian 
SSR Academy of Sciences, member of the Uk- 
rainian Peace Council Presidium. Wherever 
he might speak — at the conference of biolo- 
gists or before the students’ audience, at the 
meeting with deputies of the Ukrainian SSR 
Supreme Soviet or with young naturalists, at 
international scientific forums or antiwar fo- 
rums, Konstantin Sitnik always stresses the 
responsibility of scientists for the destinies 
of people. 

An overwhelming majority of scientists co- 
me forward in defense of peace and peaceful 
application of scientific discoveries promoting 
the social progress. 

Einstein once told that physicists were in 
the position of Alfred Nobel who had inven- 
ted an explosive substance and instituted the 
Peace Prize to set his conscience at rest. How- 
ever, it’s also true that physicists who had 
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invented atom bomb felt remorse as well. Ha- 
ving understood the feasibility of the atom 
bomb creation, famous physicist Niels Bohr 
paid a visit to Roosevelt and Churchill and 
tried to persuade them to prevent this since 
the creation of atom bomb could put the world 
on the brink of nuclear disaster inasmuch as 
the nuclear monopoly was a hopeless thing to 
expect. 

Unfortunately, well-grounded warnings of 
the great scientists have been ignored but the 
lessons of history appeal to us and the future 
generations: “People! Be vigilant!” 


PHYSICIANS 
IN ANTIWAR MOVEMENT 


The danger of nuclear war concerns 
everybody, and physicians play a special role 
in sounding the global alarm and preventing 
the nuclear holocaust. They have always been 
responsible for preserving the people’s life 
and health and consider it their civic and pro- 
fessional duty to struggle against war, for 
peaceful way of the world development. 

In early 1980s, the group of doctors from 
many a country founded organization ‘‘Physi- 
cians of the world for prevention of nuclear 
war.” They set themselves the task to thoro- 
ughly and impartially study the possible me- 
dical consequences of nuclear war, to maxi- 
mally inform the public about their conclu- 
sions and suggest the ways for eliminating 
the nuclear threat. 
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Everything started from the meetings of 
American and Soviet doctors and gradually 
they acquired a multilateral character. The 
Ist Congress of the physicians’ antiwar mo- 
vement held in the USA was attended by re- 
presentatives of 11 countries. 31 countries 
participated in the work of the 2nd Congress, 
and 43 countries in the 3d which was held in 
Amsterdam. National organizations of phy- 
sicians have been set up in many a country, 
the USSR included. 

The Ist Conference of Soviet physicians co- 
ming out for peace took place in December 
1982 and made a great contribution to inten- 
sify the struggle for prevention of nuclear 
war. The Conference led to establishment of 
numerous branches of Soviet organization 
‘Physicians of the world for prevention of nu- 
clear war.” 

Absurd are the attempts of certain western 
information agencies to show the Soviet Pea- 
ce Committee as some propagandistic asso- 
ciation trying to “intimidate” the peoples of 
other countries. However, the point is not in 
ee aneeene but in really existing state of af- 
airs. 

Physicians represent the most humane pro- 
fession of them all, they can’t and mustn’t 
stay indifferent to human sufferings. Their 
everyday life and work are featured by huma- 
neness and charity, and doctors will never lo- 
se these traits when facing the threat of nuc- 
lear war, the real danger of almost instan- 
taneous death of hundreds of millions of pe- 
da grief and sufferings of the entire man- 

ind. 
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People pay too high a price for the madness 
of arms race. Sophokles once said: ‘“‘How hor- 
rifying the mind can become provided it do- 
esn’t serve people.” Basing upon the research 
facts, physicians unmask the politicians stri- 
ving to deceive the world public by concilia- 
tory statements pertaining to local nuclear 
wars, the possibility to survive or escape un- 
der such conditions. The main task of physi- 
cians is to use their knowledge and concrete 
scientific data to break “‘nuclear illusions” be- 
ing spread by certain political and military 
leaders of the West. 

Participation of physicians in antiwar mo- 
vement has rather long history. Surgeon Va- 
sily Komissarenko, Academician of the Ukrai- 
nian SSR Academy of Sciences, headed the 
Ukrainian Peace Committee from 1963 to 
1975. 

Andrey Romodanov, director of the neuro- 
surgery institute, Academician of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences, Deputy of the USSR. 
Supreme Soviet, is a member of the Commit- 
tee’s leadership. Professor Timofey Revenko, 
director of scientific research institute of or- 
thopedics and traumatology, has been heading 
the Donetsk Regional Peace Committee for 
many years. Professor Victor Dalva, rector of 
stomatologic institution is at the head of the 
Poltava Regional Peace Committee. Such fa- 
mous doctors as Nikolai Amosov, Nadezhda 
Puchkovskaya, Konstantin Ternovoy, Nikolai 
Karpenko enjoy a great popularity in antiwar 
movement. 

Early in 1986, the capital of Ukraine was 
visited by the delegation of doctors from the 
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FRG participating in movement ‘Physicians 
of the world for prevention of nuclear war.” 
The guests got familiar with a number of lea- 
ding medical scientific research establish- 
ments, met with their Soviet colleagues. 

The broad exchange of opinions on the most 
burning issues of today — preservation of 
peace, ceasing the arms race, prevention of 
nuclear war — took place at the Kiev Scienti- 
fic Research Institute of Pediatrics, Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. 

Having taken the floor, director of the in- 
stitute Elena Lukianova, Academician of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences, Chairperson of 
the Republican Branch of the Soviet Commit- 
tee “Physicians of the world for prevention of 
nuclear war” said the following: “Each one 
of us feels the greatest happiness when a sick 
child gets recovered and the mother smiles a 
grateful smile. The entire staff of our institute 
do their utmost for the young generation be 
healthy and happy. However, nuclear wea- 
pons present a tremendous threat to life and 
ee and we are greatly worried by this 
act.” 

Sergei Lavrik is a corresponding member 
of the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences, a 
member of the Kiev Peace Committee Presi- 
dium, a WW II veteran. At one of the antiwar 
rallies he said, in particular: “I happened to 
go along the roads of war, and many a time 
witnessed the death of my comrades-in-arms. 
We couldn’t even bury some of them since 
they were torn to pieces by bombs and shells. 
I was also a witness of heroism and courage 
displayed by doctors, nurses and orderlies 
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who, without thinking of their own lives, we- 
re saving the wounded, fulfilling their noble 
duty under exceptionally difficult conditions. 
Our victory was a hard one, and the same is 
true as far as the postwar national economy 
reconstruction is concerned. Today, the mor- 
tal danger threatens us all, everything that 
has been created by humankind. Provided 
nuclear war is unleashed there will be nobody 
available to treat the wounded. We shouldn't 
allow this to happen.” 

Within the short period of holding the cam- 
paign on collecting the signatures under the 
appeal made by the 3d Congress ‘Physicians 
of the world for prevention of nuclear war,” 
212 rallies took place in Ukraine in which 
hundreds of thousands of people took part. 
50,000 signatures were put under the appeal. 

Meeting is a collective form of demonstra- 
ting the convictions. The Ukrainian Republi- 
can Peace Committee keeps receiving nume- 
rous letters. Here is what the medical person- 
nel of mine ‘“‘Zarya” (town of Snezhnoye, the 
Donbas) wrote: ‘‘We strive for preserving and 
strengthening the health of people but can't 
even imagine what'll happen to them if nucle- 
ar war is unleashed. We are ready to do eve- 
rything to prevent war, and want this wish 
of ours be heard near and far. Each year we 
collect money to render the material assistan- 
ce to antiwar movement. In the running year 
1985, we’ve already collected 788 rubles and 
transferred them to the Soviet Peace Fund. 
We join our labor, the voice of protest to the 
whole peace-loving progressive mankind co 
ming out for peace and detente.” 
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The letter sent by Nadezhda Chilaya read 
the following: ‘I’m a district doctor of hos- 
pital No. 1 in the town of Khmelnitsky. I can’t 
understand why the leaders of western count- 
ries don’t accept the Soviet Government’s 
proposals, in particular, the appeal for taking 
the obligation not to be the first to use nucle- 
ar weapons. 

“Having read the appeal of the World Pea- 
ce Council to cease the preparations for wa- 
ging ‘star wars,’ and make the year of ce- 
lebrating the 40th Anniversary of Victory over 
fascism the year of the Victory over the threat 
of nuclear war, I and my colleagues fully 
supported the idea. Then I wrote this letter 
and all my friends, 56 people, signed it. We 
call upon everybody to be vigilant, reason- 
able and active for the good of all peoples 
and for universal peace.” 


CLERGYMEN PARTICIPATE 
IN ANTIWAR MOVEMENT 


Modern antiwar movement features 
the constant reinforcement from various so- 
urces thus testifying to its great significance 
and growing popularity. The movement is un- 
doubtedly the most democratic, humane and 
international of them all. Communists, belie- 
vers of all religious teachings, atheists, re- 
presentatives of different parties and mem- 
bers of parliaments, that is, all honest and 
nonindifferent to the world’s future people 
march shoulder to shoulder in the ranks of 
peace champions under the common slogans. 
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Quite a few religious figures also take an 
active part in the antiwar movement. This 
fact can be explained by many a reason but 
the chief one is understanding the danger of 
nuclear war threatening humankind with re- 
ally catastrophic results. This is purely con- 
crete and human aspiration to protect life on 
the Earth. 

Peace-loving religious forces are united in 
such organizations as Christian peace confe- 
rence, Asian peace conference or Berlin con- 
ference of Catholics from European Countri- 
es. The world conference “Clergymen for 
stable peace and just relation between peop- 
les” has vividly demonstrated the big poten- 
tial of religious forces for promoting detente 
and the struggle for ccasing the arms race 
and disarmament. The conference took place 
in June 1977 in Moscow and was attended by 
660 most influential clergymen from 107 
countries. 

It was noted in the greeting of the Council 
of Ministers of the USSR to the conference 
participants that “the motto of the conference 
reflects its noble aspirations — favoring the 
defense of peace, preventing the threat of the 
new world war, ceasing the arms race, streng- 
thening good neighbor relations and coopera- 
tion between peoples on equal basis.” 

According to the Decree of Soviet power 
issued on January 18, 1918 the church is sepa- 
rated from the state in the USSR. However, 
the freedom of religion is guaranteed by the 
law. Believers can by no means be prosecu- 
ted for religious convictions excluding the ca- 
ses when their rites inflict damage to people's 
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health or have the character of antistate ac- 
tivity. 

Nonetheless, bourgeois propaganda keeps 
trving to sow mistrust and hostility between 
the convinced believers on one hand, and the 
bulk of population, on the other. Quite fre- 
quently, the people specializing on anti-So- 
vietism disguise their real intentions by fe- 
igned slogans calling for the freedom of con- 
science. Believers in the USSR are the citi- 
zens enjoying full rights in this country, they 
live and work the same way as all other ci- 
tizens. 

Quite a few clergymen supported the strug- 
gle waged by the Land of Soviets against the 
aggression of Hitlerite Germany, and it is no 
surprise that today, together with the whole 
Soviet people, they take an active part in the 
world antiwar movement. 

Exarch of Ukraine Filaret, the Metropoli- 
tan of Kiev and Galicia, who is for a long 
time a member of the Ukrainian Republican 
Peace Committee and vice president of the 
Christian peace conference, was among those 
who was given the floor at the Republican 
conference of peace champions held in Kiev 
late in 1984. Here is what he said: “On behalf 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, the one 
which, together with the whole Soviet people, 
contributed to the World Victory over fas- 
cism, I greet this rally of peace supporters. 
We have no war today, but our Church, to- 
gether with the people, keep defending the 
cause of peace. All of us have listened 
to brilliant speeches in defense of peace 
to which we strive not only with mind 
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but also with the whole heart and our human 
nature. 

‘However, dear brothers and sisters, we 
should remember and be quite aware of the 
fact that in our time the mere wish on the 
part of one side is not sufficient to attain pe- 
ace. We, the entire humankind, shall seek the 
approach to peace, that is, construct the real- 
ly satisfactory model for socialist, capitalist 
and developing countries. 

“It is not a secret that when we meet with 
people from the West they not always believe 
us though we speak the truth. We, the cler- 
gymen, are often reproached with narrow- 
mindedness, with the support we are giving 
to the Soviet Government and nobody else. 
To this we say that it is the Soviet Govern- 
ment which makes the proposals and takes 
the actions whose peaceful nature can’t be 
ignored or waved away by real Christians. 

“Recently, the Catholic Church, not all of 
it, of course, but certain circles, made a sta- 
tement-declaration calling upon the Catholics 
of Latin America not to cooperate with Mar- 
xists under the slogans of any kind. Our 
Church considers such a statement as unwi- 
se and cannot support it. Quite contrary, at 
all conferences we have always been appea- 
ling for cooperation with all people of the 
goodwill, Marxists included. The world is a 
Single whole, and each one of us must live in it. 

“On our initiative, the conference at ‘round 
table’ under the motto ‘Outer space without 
weapons’ was held in Moscow. It was atten- 
ded by cosmonauts, scientists, clergymen and 
all the participants came to the conclusion 
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that it was senseless and dangerous to deliver 
the armaments to the outer space and spend 
huge resources for this purpose. It would be 
much more expedient to channel all our po- 
tentials and resources for making peoples un- 
derstand each other in a better way, preser- 
ving peace and sacred life.” 

For this active participation in spreading 
the ideas of peace and promoting its cause 
Exarch of Ukraine Metropolitan Filaret was 
decorated with the highest award of the So- 
viet Peace Committee — Honorary medal “To 
the peace champion”, and in 1979, he was 
awarded the Order of Friendship between Na- 
tions ‘for active and long peacemaking acti- 
vity,” as was written in the edict issued by 
the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR. 

Peace champions in Ukraine carry out fru- 
itful cooperation with local clergymen in the- 
ir common struggle for peace. Metropolitan 
Sergiy, one of the most active propagandists 
of peace, member of the Presidium of the 
Odessa Regional Peace Committee, archbi- 
shop of Kharkov and Boguslav Nikodim, 
archbishop of Lvov and Ternopol Nikolai and 
many other religious figures are the activists 
of antiwar movement. 

In 1980, archbishop Makariy published the 
book “Orthodoxy in Ukraine” where he often 
dwells upon participation of the Orthodox 
Church representatives in antiwar movement. 
For instance, he wrote the following in his 
book: “Success of our peacemaking service 
depends upon understanding the fact that to 
preach peace and bring it to people is the 
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Lord’s wish. Archbishops and the parish pa- 
stors of Ukrainian exarchate in their addres- 
ses and sermons call upon the congregation 
to selflessly work for the benefit of our Ho- 
meland —the stronghold of peace between 
peoples. Annual increase of the parish cont- 
ributions to the Peace Fund testify to profo- 
und patriotism and orientation to peace of 
the believers belonging to Ukrainian exarcha- 
te.” 

On April 18, 1985 Ivan Lupanov, archpriest 
from the town of Zhmerinka (Vinnitsa Regi- 
on) transferred 1000 rubles from his own 
savings to the Soviet Peace Fund with the 
covering letter which read: “I ask to accept 
iny modest contribution and to add to all tho- 
se financial means being sent by the working 
people of our region. 

‘YT am well aware of what war really is and 
want all peoples on the Earth live in peace 
and tackle the controversial issues in a pea- 
ceful way. 

“I grew as an orphan, my father was killed 
in the war when I was still a kid. 

‘Today, being a senior priest of the Saint- 
Alexandro-Nevsky church in the town olf 
Zhmerinka, it is my duty to hear and console 
the prematurely aged mothers, widows, and 
each time, I keep going through the tragedy 
of their war-broken lives again. 

‘These days my son has finished the term 
of his service in the Soviet Army, and I feel 
happy to once again embrace my dear child.” 
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STRUGGLE FOR PEACE 
NEEDS COMMON EFFORTS 


The slogans calling for preservation 
of peace are dear to all progressive people, 
they help draw the broad strata of Ukraine’s 
population in the antiwar movement. The 
struggle for peace has become an organic 
part of the life of society as a whole and each 
citizen in particular. Wide publicity of the 
activity conducted by the Ukrainian Peace 
Committee, speeches of the local peace cham- 
pions at numerous rallies keep attracting an 
ever growing attention of the public abroad 
to the antiwar movement in Ukraine. In the 
1980s, two forums of representatives of anti- 
war organizations from socialist countries 
were held in Ukraine. Within 1981—1985, the 
number of foreigners among the guests of 
peace champions in Kiev two times exceeded 
that registered within the entire period of the 
Ukrainian Peace Committee existence. Fore- 
ign guests often participate in antiwar 
actions of Ukrainian public. For instance, 
“March of Peace-82,” going through the 
streets of Kiev, was joined by many tourists 
from the FRG, the USA and  Ca- 
nada. 

On May 5, 1984 the rally took place in Kiev 
which was the beginning of “Month of Pea- 
ce.”” Among its 250,000 participants there we- 
re 12 women from England who took part in 
establishing the tent town of peace in Grin- 
ham-Common and became popular near and 
far thanks to their heroic struggle against 
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deployment of the US first-strike missiles in 
Great Britain. 

Opening the rally, Oles Gonchar said: “On 
the eve of Victory Day we revive in our me- 
mory all those who perished on the fronts li- 
berating the Homeland and obtaining peace 
for peoples. The veterans of that war know 
well the cost of each inch of liberated land, 
each step to the long-awaited Victory. That 
is why so much feeling there is in the words 
of Soviet people when they tell: peace is the 
most precious thing for us. Peace among pe- 
oples is loftiest goal to which we direct all 
our hopes and deeds, all our cherished aspi- 
rations.” 

On June 21, 1984 exhibition “Kievites in 
the struggle for peace’ was opened in the 
museum of Kiev history. The solemn opening 
ceremony was attended by members of the 
US organization “USA — USSR, Bridges to 
Peace,” and the delegation of Permanent 
committee “For Peace and Understanding” 
from West Berlin. 

That same year, on September 440 foreign 
tourists took part at the antiwar rally devo- 
ted to the World Day of Peace. 

Useful and interesting are the meetings 
of peace champions from the Crimea with 
foreign guests coming to have a rest in Yal- 
ta. Such meetings are attended by several 
hundreds of people from different countries 
and result in adoption of antiwar resolutions 
or appeals. 

In 1984, the Soviet Union was visited by 
the group of Canadian peace champions tra- 
velling by cars and calling itself “Caravan 
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of peace.” The guests met with their collea- 
gues in Kiev, Moscow and other cities of this 
country. That’s what was written by Sigurd 
Askevold after the travel: “We, 13 Canadi- 
ans, 3 Americans and 1 Norwegian, have 
made almost a 50,000 km journey. The oldest 
of us was 73 years old, the youngest — 13... 
Everywhere we noticed sincere, constant and 
profound aspiration to peace. However, we 
were a bit upset having known that such an 
aspiration is closely connected with fearless 
desire to fight for peace to the last. Soviet 
people came through unbelievable sufferings, 
. and, their natural response to creation oi 
new Western armaments of any kinds is to 
produce the same quantity of armaments oi 
similar kinds. 

“But we got upset not only because of that. 
The mass media in the West keep silence 
about the Soviet peace movement, and in the- 
ir countries as well. Such an approach is 
nothing else but a crime since it’s a down- 
right disregarding of important events and 
phenomena occuring in the world.” 

Sigurd Askevold calls the following beha- 
vior of the Western mass media a deliberate 
crime: “When in Amsterdam we got to know 
about the antinuclear manifestation in which 
190,000 people took part, the TV showed only 
some 50 deinonstrators carrying the banners 
with hammer and sickle depicted on them, 
and this gave rise for spreading the version 
that antiwar movement is chiefly controlled 
by communists.” 

In summer 1984, a big group of US citi- 
zens, members of organization ‘Promotion of 
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stable peace” made a trip along the Volga 
which they called “Journey of peace.” After 
this, the group visited a number of Soviet ci- 
ties including Kiev. 

After completion of the journey, its par- 
ticipants bitterly told about their attempt 
to tell the American journalists  accre- 
dited in Moscow about their impres- 
sions: 

“It wasn’t even an interview, it was an at- 
tack against us,” said Libbi Frank, director 
of US Branch of the International Women Le- 
ague for Peace and Freedom. 

For instance, she was asked: “In case of 
war, which side would you prefer to stay 
with?” 

Such provocative questions made Jane 
Beruhart, an artist and mother of three 
children, burst into tears. Said she: ‘Just 
think of it, I’m blamed for antipatriotism, 
that I correctly understood friendliness of So- 
viet people, their aspiration for peace, for not 
finding in the Soviet Union ‘empire of the 
evil.” 

Organizer of that journey Howard Frazer 
sent to the USSR the copies of 30 articles 
from American newspapers and magazines 
which presented the comments of American 
tourists from that group. He also wrote that 
big press of the USA refused to publish to 
convey the opinions of those who had visited 
the USSR and hadn’t found there “empire of 
the evil.” 

In order to make their opinions known thro- 
ughout the USA, 80 of these people collected 
5000 dollars and published as a paid announ- 
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cement in “The New York Times,” the appeal: 
“Down with war! The call to reason! Put an 
end to nuclear tests!” 

Douglas Mattern, director of US Branch ol 
“The World Assembly of Citizens,” one of the 
US antiwar organizations, in his interview to 
Californian newspaper ‘Peninsula Times Tri- 
bune” (Palo Alto, California) stated that Ame- 
rican journalists accredited in the USSR 
distort the events taking place in this country 
to which they have an evidently biased at- 
titude. 

“All this explains the fact that we get only 
a negative information about the Soviet Uni- 
on,” says D. Mattern. “Such way of repor- 
ting favors spreading the general desinfor- 
mation among the Americans about the So- 
viet Union and forming in them the corres- 
ponding feelings and attitude to this count- 
r i 

D. Mattern is sure that “it’s impossible to 
reach even the slightest progress unless we 
eliminate ‘cold war’ and achieve the proper 
level of cooperation between our countries. To 
make a long story short, we face the alterna- 
tive which was formulated by President Ken- 
nedy, that is, we will either save our planet 
- consumed by the fire which will enve- 

op it.” 

The peace champions in Ukraine try to tell 
about their activities and share the expericnce 
in the widest possible way; they distribute 
photographs, children’s drawings dedicated 
to the topic of peace, copies of letters they 
receive, publications about their activitics is- 
sued in foreign languages, playbills about the 
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performances whose box-office takings are 
transferred to the Soviet Peace Fund. 

Mass antiwar movement means not only 
manifestations or rallies involving many tho- 
usands of people. It also includes correspon- 
ding TV and radio broadcasts, publications in 
newspapers and magazines, concerts and an- 
tiwar movies. It includes everything which 
forms the people’s world outlook, feels their 
spirit, teaches them to be kind and humane, 
calls to struggle for justice, and all this ser- 
ves peace, promotes orienting the world pub- 
lic opinion to the cause of peace. 

The Soviet antiwar movement organically 
merges with the policy of peace being con- 
ducted by the CPSU and the Soviet Govern- 
ment, the genuine peaceiul policy being sup- 
ported and approved of by all citizens of this 
country. The feeling of general responsibility 
for our todays and tomorrows, of involvement 
in everything happening in modern world 
urges the Sovict people to join the world an- 
tiwar movement, unites them with peace 
champions on all continents. 

The Soviet people treat their involvement 
in the struggle for peace as not only partici- 
pation in antiwar demonstrations or rallies. 
Selfless labor for the benefit of the society, 
forming lofty internationalist traits, concern 
for the economic might of the Homeland, all 
this also means the struggle for peace. 
Their plans of building the communist 
society may be realized only through peaceiul 
labor. 

Similar to all other peoples, the Soviet pe- 
ople live in the atmosphere of an ever gro- 
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wing anxiety for the world’s future and such 
an anxiety is fully justified. 

Aggressive policy of imperialism, the US 
military circles in the first hand, has resul- 
ted in considerable aggravation of internatio- 
nal situation. Pathologic hatred towards ‘so- 
cialist and national-liberation movements, 
militaristic intoxication suppress the feelin 
of réality and common sense. Deploymen 
of “Tomahawk” and “Pershing” missiles 
in Europe has greatly iticreased the danger 
of war. 

Lately, the US administration has started 
to realize the exceptionally dangerous plans 
connected with militarization of the outer 
space. 

The Washington’s military blackmail is ac- 
companied by the unseen-before propagan- 
distic offensive against socialism and natio- 
nal-liberation movement. The US quick deplo- 
yment troops operate in the remote areas of 
the Earth which the US administration decla- 
re the sphere of its ‘“‘vital interests.” 

Treacherous invasion of Grenada, inter- 
vention in Lebanon, support of aggressive for- 
ces in Israel, continuous attempts to destabili- 
ze the situation in Nicaragua and overthrow 
the people’s government in this country, the 
actions aimed at liquidating the revolutionary 
movement in El Salvador, comprehensive as- 
sistance to bandit formations conducting the 
military operations against Angola, Mozam- 
bique, Afghanistan, constant threats against 
Cuba, barbaric boinbardment of the cities in 
Lybia, these are just a few examples of con- 
crete actions taken by the US imperialism 
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which are explained by the nonexisting ‘‘So- 
viet threat.” 

Western propaganda shows the Soviet Uni- 
on and its allies as some formidably armed 
force which is at any moment ready to strike 
and uses every possible weak points of its 
potential adversaries. In case of failing to fac- 
tually prove the USSR’s strive for aggression, 
Western propaganda starts spreading rumors 
that the Soviet Union exerts military pressu- 
re, and then the conclusion is made that in 
view of all this the West has nothing else to 
do but to constantly equip itself with the 
newest military technology. 

All studies in the West pertaining to ‘“So- 
viet threat” are based on the comparison of 
military potentials. The Soviet potential is 
considered as the threat and at the same time 
it is expected that the USSR will not treat 
as dangerous for itself such factors as the 
NATO long-term armaments program, creati- 
on of the first-strike potential, the theory of 
“decapitating strikes,” and so forth. 

Military experts in the West are scrupulous- 
ly comparing the number of tanks, combat 
aircraft, missiles, vessels and divisions pos- 
sessed by both sides. The quantitative supe- 
riority of the Warsaw Treaty countries found 
by such an ‘“‘analysis” are declared as military 
threat which necessitates new efforts to 
strengthen and modernize the NATO military 
potential. 

The “comparative analysis” of this kind is 
nothing new or original, it is made counting 
on the limited knowledge of the public in the 
military field, while the lack of proofs is com- 
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pensated by repetition of “arguments.” The 
main attention is focused on such military 
aspects and systems of weapons in which the 
other side ostensibly has some “advantages.” 
In so doing, their real military significance 
and possible consequences are completely ne- 
glected. 

Comparison of potentials being made by 
Western military experts most frequently con- 
cerns the USA and the USSR. Such an ap- 
proach enables these experts not to take into 
account the nuclear military means of France 
and Great Britain and to “hide” the enormous 
potential of conventional weapons possessed 
by the NATO countries (in Europe) which 
greatly exceeds that of the Warsaw Treaty 
countries (excluding the USSR). 

On November 27, 1985, when speaking at 
the press-conference on results of the summit 
meeting in Geneva, General Secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee Mikhail Gorbachev 
emphasized that he said to President Reagan 
that the Soviet Union had never tried to achi- 
eve military superiority over the USA and 
would never try to do so. In addition, comra- 
de Gorbachev said the following: “I kept try- 
ing both at plenary meetings and in private 
to express our profound conviction that lesser 
security of the USA compared to the USSR 
wouldn’t be advantageous for us since such 
State of affairs would result in mistrust and 
generate instability.” 

The Soviet Union and other countries of 
socialist community have been persistently 
struggling for cessation of arms race. The 
USSR proposals to get the Earth rid of nuc- 
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lear armaments by the end of this century, 
presented in the Statement made by Mikhail 
Gorbachev on January 15, 1986, have become 
an important and constructive manifestation 
of the goodwill. 

The Soviet Union’s concern for the cause 
of peace is demonstrated by peaceful deeds. 
In August 1985, the USSR proclaimed the 
unilateral moratorium on nuclear explosions, 
till January 1, 1986. Regardless the fact, that 
the USA continued to carry out the explo- 
sions of this kind the Soviet Union extended 
the moratorium till August 1986. The USA 
again didn’t support the Soviet peaceful ini- 
tiative. 

Guided by a responsibility for the fate of 
the world, the Politbureau of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and the government of the 
Soviet Union have decided to extend the uni- 
lateral inoratorium on nuclear explosions till 
January 1, 1987. This has been said by Mik- 
hail Gorbachev in his statement on Soviet te- 
levision. 

Mikhail Gorbachev stressed that an agree- 
ment on stopping nuclear tests can be re- 
ached quickly and signed as early as this 
year — during the Soviet-American summit 
meeting. This event would without any doubt 
form the main real outcome of the meeting. 

This, not easy, extremely responsible de- 
cision adopted on August 6, 1985 regarding 
the Soviet unilateral moratorium on nuclear 
tests which the Soviet Union has strictly. abi- 
ded by for a year, was based on the realities 
of the nuclear-space era, Mikhail Gorbachev 
stressed. 
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Mountains of nuclear and all other wea- 
pons have been heaped up. Nevertheless, the 
arms race, rather than abating, is accelerat- 
ing its pace, the danger of its transfer to out- 
er space has appeared; the militarization of 
the USA and of the entire NATO bloc has 
been stepped up. The rate of developinent of 
military technology is so high that it is leav- 
ing ever less time for the nations, states and: 
politicians to realize the real danger, and re- 
ducing the opportunities for humankind to 
stop its slide into the nuclear abyss. It is im- 
possible to delay any more, otherwise so 
much sophisticated systems of arms will 
appear that it would be simply impossible to 
reach accord on control over them. 

Our decision to undertake a moratorium 
was based on socialism’s adherence, as a so- 
cial system, to the cause of peace and its pro- 
found realizing of its responsibility for civi- 
lization’s fate. 

Our aspiration to transfer the course of in- 
ternational development to the road of de- 
tente conforms to our philosophy, to our so- 
cialist morality. 

The world of our time is complex, varied 
and controversial. At the same time, it is 
objectively becoming ever more interdepen- 
dent and integral. It is impossible not to take 
this specific feature of the human community 
at the end of the 20th century into account in 
foreign policy. 

Prenuclear thinking had. essentially, lost 
its meaning on August 6, 1945. Today it is 
iinpossible to guarantee one’s own securitv 
without taking into account the security of 
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other states and nations. There can be no ge- 
nuine security if it is not adequately equal 
and embracing. 

The USSR is of the opinion that each na- 
tion and every country enjoys the right to be 
the master of its own destiny, its own re- 
sources and to determine, as a sovereign sta- 
te, its own social development, to defend its 
own security and to take part in the organi- 
zation of an all-embracing system of inter- 
national security, stated Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The aggravation of global problems is also 
a characteristic of the world of our time. 
They cannot be solved, if the efforts of all 
the states and nations are not pooled to- 
gether. Exploration of space and the ocean 
depths, ecology and epidemics, poverty and 
backwardness — all of these are realities of 
the age which call for international attention, 
international responsibility and international 
cooperation. Therefore, manv new world-wide 
processes are bound together into a tight 
knot. And here disarmament could play a tre- 
mendous role by freeing a considerable part 
of the funds and the intellectual and techni- 
cal capability for the needs of creativity. 

Two tragedies, connected with the techno- 
logy of nuclear-space age, have taken place 
lately: the death of the Challenger crew and 
the breakdown at the atomic power station in 
Chernobyl. They have increased the alarm 
and served as cruel reminders that people are 
only just beginning to master the fantasti- 
cally mighty forces, which they have brought 
to life themselves. 

It is necessary to learn practical and ob- 
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vious lessons from this. The main and, pro- 
bably, the very main lesson is in that the 
man-made weapons must never be used and 
that today it is simply suicidal to be building 
interstate relations based on illusions of 
achieving superiority in terrible weapons of 
annihilation. 

To eliminate them completely — such is the 
only way to genuine peace. To take this road 
means to pass the historic exam in maturity. 
This concerns all political leaders whose lot 
is such a lofty mission concerning all of man- 
kind. 

People of goodwill have hailed our decision 
on the moratorium on nuclear explosions. We 
have received words of approval and support 
from all over the Earth, the General Secreta- 
ry of the CPSU Central Committee went on 
to say. 

However, all these obvious and heartening 
manifestations of new thinking are confront- 
ed — in the United States primarily — by the 
militarization of political thinking in the 
ruling Western circles which is already lagg- 
ing dangerously behind in the process of 
deep-going changes in international life, 
while the progress of science and technology 
is rapidly overtaking social and moral pro- 
gress. 

The right-wing militarist grouping in the 
USA, representing a powerful military-in- 
dustrial complex, has gone crazy over the 
arms race. The interest here is triple, per- 
haps: to prevent the flow of profits on ma- 
nifacture of arms from petering out, to gua- 
rantee military superiority for the USA, to 
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try and wear out the Soviet Union economi- 
cally, to weaken politically, and, in the final 
count, to gain commanding positions in the 
world, to carry out long-time imperial aimbi- 
tions, to continue to pursue a policy of plun- 
der in respect to the developing countries. 

The Soviet Union has enough reasons for 
resuming its nuclear tests, Mikhail Gorba- 
chev noted. And still, we are even now coii- 
vinced that the stopping of nuclear tests, not 
only by the Soviet Union but also by the 
United States, would be a real breakthrough 
in suspending the race for nuclear arms, an 
accelerator for their elimination. The logic 
is simple: if there are no tests, there will be 
no improvement in nuclear weapons. 

The same is evidenced in the calls made to 
the USA and the Soviet Union by a consi- 
derable and authoritative part of the world 
community. Among these is the Delhi Six, a 
standing forum of leaders of countries of four 
continents: Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, 
Tanzania and Sweden. Thev recently passed 
the Mexican Declaration at their meeting in 
the city of Ixtapa, which once again contains 
a call for stopping all nuclear explosions. 
Most countries of the non-aligned movement 
demand the same. 

We are more than half-way through 1986, 
proclaimed by the United Nations a Year of 
Peace. It extending its inilateral moratorium, 
the Soviet Union is making yet another 
weighty contribution to the general desire 
to make this year remain in history as worthy 
of its name. 

The Soviet leader noted that such is the 
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message the USSR is sending to the govern- 
inents and peoples of all countries and, pri- 
inarily, the government of the United States 
of America and the American people. 

The Soviet Union offers the unique historic 
opportunity to the world community — to 
cease the arms race and liquidate nuclear 
armaments until it is too late. The complex 
of new initiatives put forward by the Soviet 
Union is intended for humanity to meet the 
year 2000 under peaceful sky and outer space 
without fearing nuclear, chemical or any 
other threats, for people to be confident in 
their survival and continuation of the human 
race existence. 

The Soviet program of step-by-step disar- 
mament is supported by a huge army differing 
in its national and sociopolitical structure but 
inspired by its ardent aspiration for peace. 
This army involves the biggest international 
and national organizations of peace-loving 
forces, the heads of communist, workers’ and 
numerous social-democratic parties, trade 
unions, women, youth, cultural associations, 
organizations of doctors and scientists. 

Prominent figures of science, culture and 
arts, representatives of various political and 
business circles have approved of the Soviet 
peaccful initiatives and expressed their sup- 
port to the Soviet program in all its parts. 
First of all, it concerns step-by-step reduction 
of the US and Sovict nuclear arsenals and 
then those of other countrics, complete liqui- 
dation of Soviet and American middle-range 
missiles, and compulsory prohibition of the 
first-strike armaments in outer space. 
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Our time necessitates conclusion of the ag- 
reements aimed at comprehensive stabilizati- 
on of international situation and establish- 
ment of mutual trust. History teaches that 
such agreements proved their best in the pe- 
riod of anti-Hitler Coalition. Their efficiency 
was also demonstrated by the Helsinki agre- 
ement. 

Regardiess of difficult international situa- 
tion, the Soviet people firmly believe in the 
possibility of curbing the forces of militarism, 
reviving and deepening the process of deten- 
te. The peoples of all continents get convin- 
ced in feasibility of living without wars and 
weapons. The mass antiwar movement has 
become an important factor in international 
life. It demonstrates that despite different po- 
litical views people display an unbreakable 
unity struggling for liquidation of nuclear 
weapons in Europe, freezing the nuclear arse- 
nals, prevention of the outer space militari- 
zation, creation of nuclear-free zones. Antiwar 
movement becomes a mighty sociopolitical 
force that can be ignored by nobody. 
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